


Main Statistics compared idr six years 
I- — -1^11 Indian railways {Classes I, 11 and 111). 


C0MPLI„1EN 


Items. 

1938-39. 

(Pre-war) 

1939-40. 

1940-41. 

lDil-52. 

1912-43. 

1943-44. 

Gross earnings 

(crorcs) Bs. . 

lOT-!.-? 

111-50 

12G-3G 

144-G9 

*107-80 

19S-E0 

Total Working expenses . 

(orores) Bs. . 

71-18 

72-20 

73-19 

80-33 

86-52 

113-86 

Operating ratio 

per cent. . 

60- 44 

64-75 

57-92 

Oil*.*)! 

*51-03 

67-28 

Number of passengers originating 

(millions) . 

530-02 

529-67 

575-72 

023-16 

*022-26 

789-30 

Passenger miles 

(millions) . 

18,742-79 

18,522-05 

19,928-02 

22,020-11 

*24,3.52-76 

32,483-45 

Eaminga from carriage of passengers (crorcs) Bs. 

30-73 

30-47 

34-14 

39-69 

48-80 

67-11 

Arorage earnings per paesenger mile Pics . 

3-lG 

3-lG 

3-29 

3-46 

*3-85 

3-97 

Freight tons originating .. 

(millions) . 

88-30 

92-18 

92-78 

97-00 

*9,5-20 

95-88 

'Freight ton miles 

(millions) .' 

' 22,158-84 

23,492-46 

25,288-50 

28,043-12 

28,106-50 

23,360-58 

Earnings from carriage of goods 

(crorcs) Bs. . 

68-57 

72-56 

81-48 

89-63 

97-21 

102-82 

Average earnings per freight ton mile Pics 

6-98 

5-93 

C-19 

6-14 

0-04 

6-95 

Total train miles 

(millions) 

197-04 

198-84 

200-00 

205-45 

*176-82 

172-58 

Gross eaminga per train mile 

Be. . 

5-40 

5-64 

G-33 

7-10 

*9-49 

11-52 

Working expenses per train mile 

Bs. . 

3-58 

3-65 

3-66 

3-93 

*4-89 

6-60 

Net earnings per train mile 

Bs. . 

1-82 

1-99 

2-67 

S-17 

*4 -00 

4-92 

Not earnings per mean mile worked Bs. 

8,019 

9,427 

12,746 

15,578 

*19,811 

20,741 


‘Ecviecd figurcB. 


II. — Staie-oivned raihvay systems. 

(The figures include statistics of worked lines of State-owned railways but exclude State-owned 
portions worked by tbe Jodbpur and His Exalted Highness tbe Nizam’s State Railways). 


Items. 

I93S-39 

(Pre-war) 

1939-40. 

1940-41. 

1041-42. 

! 1942-43. 

1943-44. 

Gross carning.s 

(crorcs) Bs. . 

99-07 

103-02 

’ 117-23 

154-68 

165-74 

184-69 

Total Working o.xpcnses . 

(crorcs) Bs. . 

60 -38 

07-22 

68-13 

73-12 

80-67 

107-03 

Operating ratio 

Per cent. . 

67-00 

65-26 

58-12 

65-78 

61-73 

67-93 

Number of passengers originating 

(millions) . 

477-97 

477-13 

610-65 

563-70 

550-89 

706-11 

Pa'^senger miles 

(millions) , 

. 17,203-85 

16,989-60 

,18,282 -06 

20,219-00 

•22,256-10 

29,698-15 

Earnings from carriage of passengers (crorcs) Bs. 

27-89 

27-06 

30-99 

36-21 

44-61 

61-28 

Average earnings per passenger mile Pies 

3-11 

3-12 

3-25 

3-44 

•3-84 

3-9« 

Freight tons originating . 

(millions) . 

80-50 

84-16 

85-26 

88-64 

s 80-01 

87-21 

Freight ton miles 

(millions) . 

21,160-56 

22,397-60 

24.201-63 

26,821-49 

£6,785*35 

27,125-60 

Earnings from carriage of goods 

(crorcs) Bs. . 

63-95 

67-55 

76-26 

6-01 

90-64 

95-07 

Avonigo earnings per freight ton mile Pies 

5-80 

6-79 

6-05 

6-01 

6-50 

. 6-BO 

Total train railc.s 

(millions) . 

179-06 

180-44 

182-66 

187-11 

160-04 

156-58 

Gross earnings per train mile 

Bs. . 

6-51 

6-71 

6-42 

7-20 

-9-73 

11-79 

Working expenses per train mile 

Bs. . 

3-59 

3-73 

3-73 

4-02 

6-03 

6-84 

Net earnings per train mile 

Bs. . 

1-82 

1-08 

2-69 

3-18 

4-70 

4-93 

Net pamiogs per mean mile worked B?. . j 

9,618 

10,577 

14,524 

17,741 

22,624 

29,443 


Kcrised Cgurff. 



INTRODUCTORY NOTE 


1. The Eailway Board’s annual report on Indian Eaihvnys is prepared for the financial year, 
i.e., from 1st April of one year to the 31st March of the year follow-ing. 

Voltme Z is a narrative report dealing wa'th the variou.s aspects of railway working such as 
general administration, financial results, improvements in, and additions to. rolling stock, com- 
mercial and operating methods, recruiting, training and welfare of staff and facilities provided for 
the convenience of the travelling public. 

Yolume II contains financial and statistical summaries and statements covering the main 
heads of capital and revenue accounts and the complete range of railway working. 

2. Eor the information of those who aro not conversant with the value of Indian currency 
and the units thereof, the following details arc given : — 

(o) One lakh equals one hundred thousand. 

(6) One crore equals one hundred lakhs. 

(c) One anna equals 1/1 Gth of a rupee. 

(d) One pie equals l/12th of an anna. 

The approximate value in English coinage of a ru})eo at the present rate of exchange is one 
shilling and six pence. 

3. For statistical purposes, Indian railway systems arc classified as follows : — 

Class I — Eailwaya with gross earnings of not less than Es. 50 lakhs a year. 

Class II — ^Eailways with gross earnings of less than Es. 50 lakhs a year, but exceeding 
Es. 10 lalchs. 

Class III — Eailways with gi’oss carm’ngs of not more than Es. 10 lakhs a year. 

A detailed fist of the railways in each class will be found in Statement 5 (pages 43 to 47) of 
Volume II of this Eeport. 
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CHAPTER I 

GENERAL REVIEW 

1. Monsoon conditions and agricultural results. — The monsoon of 1943 arrived somewhat 
eaxlier than usual and though generally weak at the outset, it gave, on the whole, well-distrihuted 
rain over the coimtry. The rainfall was, however, deficient in Sind, Baluchistan and South-east 
Peninsula, particularly in the first two areas, but was locally heavy in July, causing floods in 
parts of South-west Bengal, Kathiawar and in Ajmer-Merwara. During the retreating period 
of monsoon, there was abimdant rain in the Peninsula and central parts of the country during October, 
but the weather during the next two months was drier than usual. Taking the year as a whole, thd 
rainfall was generally within 20 per cent, of the normal except in Sind and Baluchistan where it was 
defective and in South-east Madras where it was in excess. 

Prom the agricultural aspect, the season may, on the whole, be regarded as fairly good. The 
variations in the average yield of the main crops are as indicated below : — 

Increases-— 

Rice 23 per cent, greater than the preceding season’s crop. 

Groundnut 16 per cent. 

Sugarcane 12 per cent. 

Cotton 8 per cent. 

Linseed. (1942-43 crop) about 14 per cent, above the yield of 1941-42. 

Wheat. (1942-43 crop) 9 per cent, above the yield of 194J-42. 

Decreases — 

Juie.—2o per cent. less than the preceding season’s crop mainly brought about by decreased sow- 
ings by 22 per cent, as compared with the preceding year. 

Castor seed. — 26 per cent, less tlian in 1942-43. 

Sesamum. — 0*4 per cent, less than hi 1942-4,3. 

1942-4 if crojf)^^^ } than in the preceding season. 

2. Receipts. — ^^Vith the continued stimulus provided by war conditions, railway earnings for the 
year 1943-44 soared still higher and established a new record. The gross traffic receipts of State- 
owned railways including worked lines amounted to Rs. 185-43 crores, as compared with Es. 165-48 
croros in the previous year, an increase of Rs. 29*95 crores. After meeting all charges including de- 
preciation and interest on capital-at-chargo, the year’s working resulted in a gain of Es. 60-84 crores. 
Out of this surplus Es. 37 * 64 crores were placed to the credit of the general revenues of the Central 
Government and the residue uiz., Es. 13*20 crores was transferred to the Railway Eeserve Fund. 

A' comparison of the results of all Indian Railways vdth 1942-43 shows that the total traffic 
handled was greater during 1943-44, both under ‘ passenger ’ and ‘ goods ’. The total earnings 
were substantially greater under both the heads, due chiefly to traffic travelling over longer distances^ 
increased military traffic and a further shift of the centre of gravity towards higher rated goods 
traffic. These large increases have occurred in spite of the reduced passenger services, the publicity 
campaign against umiecessary travel and a dohberate curtailment of non-essential goods traffic. 
The actual figures of the units referred to above, compare with the pre*viouB year as follows : — 



1U42. W. 

1943-44. 

Potecniage 

variation. 

Kumbor of jiasoongors carriod (millions) 

Tassongor milps (millions) 

lamings from passengors (crores) . . . . . . . . . . . . , . Ks. 

Avorago ralo charged per pimBongor per mile . . . . . . . , . . . . Pica 

Average miles a passenger was carried . . . . . . . . . . . . Slilos 

TVoight tons carried (millions) 

Xot ton miles (millions) 

HaraingK from goods carried (crores) . . . . . . . . . . . . Rs. 

Average rate c! arged per ton por mile . . . . . . . . . . . . Pioa 

Average miles a ton of goods was carriwl . . . . . . . . . . . . Jliles 

o 

(iSS-.l 

48-80 

*3-85 

».39-l 

9-5 -3 
28,107 
97-21 

293-1 

789-3 

32,483 

67-11 

3-97 

41-2 

95-9 

28,381 

102-82 

6-96 

295-8 

+26-8 
+33-4 
+37-5 
+ 3-12 
+ 5-37 
+ 0-63 
+ 0-90 
+ 6-77 
+ 4-82 
+ 0-24 


Sgaro/i, 


3. Railways and the Legislature.— Out of a total number of 2,418 questions asked in both the 
Houses during the yeaj', 440 or 18 per cent, were answered by the Railway Department. 

In addition to these questions a resolution on the subject of Manufacture of Broad Gauge Loco- 
motives was also discussed and adopted. 

4. Railway Budget.— The Railway Budget for 1944-46, after the usual scrutiny by the Standing 
Finance Committee for Railways, was presented to both the Houses of the Legislature on the 16th 


^ better than in 1942-43. 
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2 KEl’ORT BY TilK RAILWAY BOARD ON INDIAN RAllAVAYS i’OlJ J !'•{.'} 44 

February 1944 The general discus, 'jion tliercon took place in ilic LogislatiA'c ABScmbly on iLc 2l8t 
and in the Council of State on tlio 2;trd l'\-bruary. The voling on demands for grants occupied three 
davs from the 24th to the 26th li'ebruary. 

During the general discu.ssion on Ihe budget, many subjects came under levjcw, the principal 
one being the proposal for the cnhuncenionl of passenger fares by 25 per cent, 'Jlic more important 
ofthe other subjects disoiiasod were the jiolicy regarding the supply of food grains at cheap prires to 
railwn)^mcn, the transport facililie.^ for distribution of food stuffs, the amenities for lower olnss 
travellers, the curtailment of passenger ;^orvicc.s, the overcrowding in t.iains, tlie sliortage, of lights in 
carriages and other discomforts of t, ravel, the abolition of the, lower gazetted service, the extension 
of provident fund benefits to lower categories of railwayman, the dcvelojiinent of the locomotive and 
other railway industries in India, the railways’ contribution to general icvmiucK and the additional 
appropriation to the Dcprcciat.ion Deserve hSmd to provide for extra wear and tear during the war. 

A cut of Rupees 10 crores from tlie demand under the head “ Apjiroprialion to Reserve was 
moved to oppose the proposal for the culiance.mont of pas.scnger faie.s and wa.s adopted. There were 
eight motions for token cuts ; one was ruled out of order, four were negatived ami three were adopted. 
Those which were negatived were intended to discn.ss tlic policy and working of the Railway Board, 
the financial position of railways with special reference to po.st-war develojimoiits. the rejircsentntion 
of scheduled castes in railway services and the grant, of more dearness allowance to lailvay workers. 
The motions that were adopted related to the, extension of the provident fund benefits to all railwa}' 
employees, the policy of granting ext'uisiono of service to .snnerannnat-ed peisonnel and tlie curtail- 
ment of passenger trains. 

5. Standing Finance Committee for Railways. -Tl.t (‘ommiticc met iw(-ivt- timu- dining the 
year. They scrutinised the projio.sals for (lie Cafu'tal and Rin'cnne exjienilitnic to be incurred during 
1944-45 and examined the demands for grants for that year ]>rinr to their being ])!aeed before the 
Legislative Assembly. ^Matters relating lo tin; jirovision of raihvny graiiiskojis and the abolition of 
the Lower Gazetted Service ivero discussed in great detail in more tban one meeting. In addition, 
the following important subject.s were discns.sed and npjiroved by the Committee ' 

(i) Rail developments to increase line cajiacity including doubling project.*-' in the East of 
India and on the East Indian and Bengal ^^agpur Bailways. 

(ii) Purchase of the Dhond-Baramati and .Tacobfibad-Ka.shmor Railways and the premature 
termination of the contraot.*’ of tlie .Madras Sc Southern Mahrntta and South Indian Ibailways. 

(m) Advance purehase, ol sh'epeis and timber r< cjuired for lailwayi: during 1944 before 
obtaining the administrative approval of tlm eomjietent authority to the works concerned, 

(iv) Advance allotment for general pnrpo.se.s store.s r-nnetioned in exee.«s of 0C% limit. 

(v) Use of Icasc-lend motor vehicle.s liy running road .sei vices to lelievi eonue.stion on rail- 
ways. 

6. Acquisition of Company Railways by State. 

6-1 Purchase of Guzeraf, Dhond Baramati- and Jacobabad-Kashmor Railways. — ^/Vccordiug 
to the Govcrnmaiit’.s ^ decision mentioned in tlie lust year’s report, flic contract of the 
Guzerat Railways terminated on .31-3-1944. During the current year Government also decided to 
buy, with effect from 1-10-1944. l^houd Baramati Railwa}’, a rebate-aided narrow gauge line, 27i 
miles in length, worked by the Great Indian Peninsula Railway, and witli cfTeet from 1-4-1945, 
Jacobabad-Kashmor Railway, another rebate-aided narrow gauge line. 7C?. miles in length, in Upper 
Sind worked by the Norik lYestern Railw-ay. 

6-2 Termination of the Ifladras & Southern Tilahratta and South Indian Railway 
Companies’ Contracts. — These railways, which are State-owned, were being managed by tlie, 
companies under contracts ivith the Secretary of State terminable on the 31st December 1945. 
These contracts were terminated jirematurely and it was decided to bring them under State 
management on the 1st April, 1944. 

. 7. Central Advisory Council for Railways. — ^Thrcc meetings of the Central Advisory Council 
for Railways were held diuhig the year. The following subjects were discussed : — 

(i) Nomination of members of the Central Advisory Council for Railways to the Local Ad\dsovy 
Committees. 

{ii) Dismantlement of branch lines for ivar pui'poses. 

{in) Over-crowding in trains and tran.sport position in the countr}' witli particular reference 
to railways. 

8. Local Railway Advisory Committees. --Meetings of the Local Advisory Committees con- 
tinued as usual during the year under review and members were kept informed of matters ^affecting 
the public and the various problems confronting Railways. 70 meetings were held during tin; year 
as compared with 68 during the previous year ; these were well-attended and tlieir recommendations 
were given effect to as far as was possible. 

Among the important subjects discussed at these meetings, the following may be mentioned : — 

1. Bribery and corruption among railway staff ; 

2. Proposed cancellation of the break of journey facilities ; 

3. Reservation of berths ; 

4. Luggage restrictions ; = 
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o. Ciirtaihncnt of tJ'ain r>ervii^r>s and overcrowding ; 

<J. Thefts of fittings from railway carriages ; 

7. Shortage of small change ; 

8. Catering contra cl a : 

• !), 'JhakotlpR's trav(>l ; 

10. DeUy in settlenient of claims : 

11. Amenities to travelling public — pi-ovision of fans in Intermediate and IIT class carriages ; 
and 

12. Supply of wagon.s. 

9. Railway Rates Advisory Committee.— Khwaja Sir Mohamed Noor, C.B.E., continued as 
President. The year witnessed the death of Diwan Bahadur P. C. Bose, who was the Railway lilember 
and Secretary of the Committee from the 1st December 1936. The Government have decided to keep 
the post of Railway Member and Secretary nirfillcd for the present. 

10. Railways and the War. — The progressive expansion of India as a major base for opera- 
tions against Japan during the year under review resulted in greatly increased demands for move- 
ments by rail, both military and civil. The strain on railways increased to an extent that taxed all 
their resources, and the creation of the South-East Asia Command resulted in it being necessary to plan 
for even heavier rail movements in the future. It was necessary to take in hand projects for increas- 
ing the capacit}’’ of certain lines and to make arrangements to utilise indigenous productive capacity 
for rolling stock to the utmost. To meet the growing military demands it was also necessary to make 
arrangements with the United Kingdom and tlic United States of America to supply locomotives and 
wagons in appreciable numbers. 

The increased demaird for coal by all consumers made it essential to consider all possible steps 
to increase production, and until the schemes undertaken in tliis connection could be completed, it 
was necessary to introduce every possible measure to effect fuel economy. 

The intcusificatiou of all forms of railway working made it essential to have more supervision, 
c-specially in officers’ grades, and efforts were accordingly made to obtain the release of officers from 
the armed forces and other departments of Government. About one hundred railway officers were 
released for civil emplojunent on their parent railways from the armed forces and ten from civil de- 
partments. This, however, .still left approximately 150 railway officers on deputation. The offer 
of American supervision for a portion of the metre gouge section of the Bongo 1 and Assom Railway 
was gratefully accepted and was of considerable assistance in carrying the lieas’-y load over the 
section. ‘On the wliole, there was some deterioration in meeting civilian needs for rail transport as it 
was unavoidable that, with capacity overtaxed, military needs should get priority. 

11. Damages caused to the Railways by Floods and Cyclones.— Damages were caused by 
floods and cyclones with resultant interruptions to traffic on almost all the important railway lines 
in India, during the year under review. 

Owing to hca'V)’' rains during the varying periods in July, August and September, severe damages 
to tracks, bridges and buildings were caused to the Railways in the Central and Western India, while 
cyclones during late July and early August did material damage to the Coastal lines of the Bengal 
Nagpur Railway. The South Indian and Madras and South Mahratta Railways were also seriously 
affected by cyclones wliicli visited South India first in May and then in October. The total cost of the 
damages to Railway property amounted to over Rs. 3 lakhs on the South Indian Railway; on the 
Jlatlras and Southern Mahratta Railway, a goods train ran into a breach, in May, resulting in 
considerable damage to rolling slock and a cloud burst which occurred in July caused a passenger 
train to capsize resulting in the loss of 22 lives. The less severely affected Railways were only the 
Bengal and Assam, Great Indian Peninsula, Oudh and Tirhui, H. E. H. the Nizam’s State and the 
ilfysore )Statc Railways. 

The mo.sl serious ocouri’enco of all was the disastrous floods of the Damodar River which, on the 
17th of July, buiv.t its protective bund and having elected 1 o revert to one of its age-old courses, 
breached both tlio Main and the Howrah-Burdwan Chord linc.s of the East Indian Railway, thereby 
severing the vital connections and the trunk routes from tbe rest of India to Calcutta. Traffic had, 
therefore, to be diverted over the remaining single line sections and foreign railways and over 
ill-equipped routes, in order to maintain tlic flow of foodgrains from the Punjab and other distant 
provinces into Bengal and the movement of essentia] war supplies to Assam, through the Bengal 
and Assam Railway, this dislocation of communication having occurred at a time when the Bengal 
Famine and the situation in Assam required the movement of food products and war materials 
more intensively than ever before. The situation was managed in a very skilful manner with the 
prompt aid and co-operation of not only the contiguous railways but also by the able guidance of the 
War Transport, Supply aud other Departments concerned, of the Government of India. Side by 
side, the work of restoration was also carried out 'with a force of about 6,000 men working day and 
night under the supervision of a band of Engineers and Inspectors. The traffic over the Main line 
was resumed on 8th October after building up a series of pile bridges and over the Howrah-Burdwan 
Chord on 15th November, by providing temporary girder bridges. The restoration 'of the track to 
its permanent condition and the construction of additional water-ways also followed immediately 
and was completed by the 16th of May, 1944. The trauspoxtatlou of the mateiials xequiied for this 
work entailed the use of approximately 25,000 wagons and the tax on the already overburdened 
resources of the railway in the matter of extra trains, power and .staff was phenomenal. 
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In addition to this, the East Indian Jtaihvay also suflered from Hoods on the Grand CJiord at 
several places in Gomoh area in July, on the Dehra Dun and Rikhilresh brandies in August and near 
Benares in September. 

12 . Air Raid Precautions on Railv/ays.— Gcnci-tf/. - During the year under reviev/, Railway 
Administrations found no diHicuity in getting the nce.cssnry number of voluntecni for Air Raid 
Prec.Tutions rvork from among ,the railway staff. All Air Raid Precautions Services were fully 
manned by trained personnel. All demands for Air Raid I’rccautinn equipment, particularly those 
required by the fire-fighting services were fully met. During air raids on (halcutia and otlier places 
in the forward areas, the Railway Air Raid Precautions Services stood the t est well and it wa.s rcalisd 
that the excellent morale of tlie raiiwaymen was in no .small measure due to the confidence they had 
in the Air Raid Precautions Services. 

With the concurrence of tile General Head Quarters (India) and the Defence Deiiaiinient, 
lighting restrictions were relaxed at a number of important railway stations, mar.sballing yards, etc. 
in the threatened area in order to faciliintv quick liandJing of goods wagons in the yard.s, and of 
parcels and ticket checking on station platforms under ccrl ain conditions stipulated by the Army and 
the Defence Department. 

Revision of policy . — At the beginning of winter 194:J, on an appieciation of the war situation 
given by the General Staff, the Defence Department decided that, in view of the improved general 
war situation and the almost complete disinijicaranco of the menace from the air in the "WTCST, full 
Air Raid Precintions/Givil Defence measures need be retained only in certain portions of the countnu 
These portions, known as the RED AREA were confined mainly to the eastern part of the country. 
Railways maintained full Air Raid l^rccantions measures tliroughout tlie Red Aren. 

In the Red Areas there are certain obviously attractive Inigcls and these are known as BLACK 
SPOTS. At these places and at all important railway workshops. Railways continued to take inten- 
sive Air Raid Precautions measures ns advised from time to time by tlio Labour and Defence 
Departments. 

Besides the above, Railways in the Non-Red Area liavc retained their fire figliting, casualty and 
rescue services in certain important coastal areas. 

13. Creation of additional posts . — The i>rogress of Ihc war gave rise to a groat many new 
problems and abnormal activities which necessitated .special organizations and flic creation of a 
number of additional posts. In tbc first place, the ponsonncl on the Railway Board had to be 
strengthenodby an additional Member’s post held in abeyance since ]932and other jio.st.s in connection 
with post-war reconstruction and the increased responsibilities of llic Railway Department as a whole. 
A Controller of Imported Railway Stores was also appointed to canali.se procurement and co-ordinate 
arrangements for shipping. Planning Oificors in connection with operational movements had also to 
be appointed. On Railways the e.xpanding grain .«hop organization necessitated tlio. creation of a 
number of posts for this purpose and the installation of wireless communication called for other 
special officers. 

14. Post War Reconstruction.— It was on the ]7tli of February ]944 when 11. E. the Viceroy 
in his address to the Legislature said ; — 

“ Our great aim must be to plan for economic and social development so as to raise our stand- 
ards of living and general ivelfare. We must lift tbc poor man of India from poverty to security ; 
from ill-health to vigour ; from ignorance to understanding, and our rate of progress must no longer 
be at bullock-cart standard, but at least at the pace of the iiandy and serviceable jeep.” 

In order to implement tlie above aim, post-war planning is being done in all departments of the 
Government of India and by the various Provincial Governments. Until these development plans 
mature, it is not possible for the Railway Department to estimate even approximately the extent of 
the improvements, extensions and general development, wffiich would be needed on railways to keep 
pace with other post-war schemes. 

But railways cannot wait either, and a rough plan for post-war reconstruction has been made out 
on a basis, sufficiently practical, and yet elastic enough to be suitably enlarged to keep pace with the 
materialisation of the other post-war schemes planned by Government. It provides for an expenditure 
of about Rs. 319 crores in the first seven years of the post-war period, divided someavhat as follows ; — 


Post-war years. 

Dj 

2nd. 

3rd. 

4th. 

Cth. 

1 6th. 

' 

1 

7tli. 

Total in 
erores. 

— ^Rehabilitation 


10 

■ 

20 

20 


20 

20 

126 

Improveraents (1) Operative# .... 

• 

I 

■ 

S 

8 


8 


46 

B — Improvements (2) Staff Welfivro . . • • 

• 

■1 


8 

8 


S 


48 

C — ^Third class omonitios ....•• 

• 

B 

•1 

S 

8 

8 

8 


45 

D -Constniction of new linos 


■ 

6 

10 

10 

10 

JO 

. 

10 

5S 

Total in crores . 


■ 

33 

64 

64 

54 

64 

Bi 

319 
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15. Inglis-Appleton Mission and its Report. — ^At tlic request of tlie Government of India, 
Mr. B. J. M. Inglis and Col. J. A. Appleton, railway experts, respectively of Great Britain and tlie United 
States of America came out to report to Government on tlie operating efficienc.y generally of Indian 
Railways and to place tlie benefit of tbeir ad%ice and experience at rlie disposal of tlie Railway 
Administrations. The Mission were to advise and lielp the Local Officers as far as they could, the 
main objective being to secure the results as quickly as possible. During their staj'- of just over tliree 
months, they travelled some 10,000 miles over the Broad Gauge railways and a portion of the 
Metre Gauge section. They also visited the docks of Calcutta and Bombay and the ports of Madras 
and Vizagapatam. 

The Inglis-Appleton Mission completed its tour on the 26th January 1944. They had con- 
sultations with General Managers, Principal Officers and Divisional and District Officers of several 
Railway Administrations. Action on some of the suggestions made by them was taken by Adminis- 
trations immediately. The Mission subsequently submitted their report in which they recorded 
that increased supervision by experienced staff was definitely required if the largely increased traffic 
was to be moved quickly and suggested the return to the Railways of Officers and Supervisory Staff 
from the Army and other ser^’ices. 

They stated that extra power and rolling stock were urgently needed, and agreed with the request 
of the Railway Board ifor additional engines, wagons and components for wagons in the 1944 and 
1945 programmes and stressed the necessity for an acceleration in delivery from the United Kingdom 
and United States of America. They also considered an improvement in and additions to control 
circuits, telephone, telegraph and teletype communications — very necessary. 

Other recommendations covered measures to accelerate speed by amendment of restrictive 
rules, by full utilisation of the tractive effort of engines, by acceleration of schedules, and by the elimi- 
nation of waste time at meeting points ; remodelbng of some engine shed layouts and the provision 
of cranes for coaling to improve turn round ; the more general use of water softening plants to reduce 
the lay off time of engines ; increased water and coal capacity on engine tenders ; the establishment 
of schools for the training of control staff ; increased facilities for traffic operation by construction of 
additional passing loops to shorten the distance between block stations,Uengthening of existing loops 
to accommodate longer trains, and the conversion of dead end to double end passing sidings ; reduc- 
tion in the number of train inspections and elimination of overlapping inspections.' All these matters 
have been under active consideration of railways and steps have been taken to implement the Mission’s 
recommendations to maximum possible extent. 
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FINANCIAL RESULTS 

A.— Fnihray Co'nveniio7i Commitlcc. 

16. Railway convention committee. — 'I’hia Committee v.-rh nppointorl by the Legislative Assembly 
to consider matlerr. arising out of danse {iv) of the eonvention resolution of 1943 wliicli appears as 
appendix ‘A. ’ The Committee in tlieir interim report recommended tivo enquiries in connection with 
the Railway Depreciation Fund ; (i) an immediate one as to what additional appropriation, if any, 
should be made to the Deiircciation Fund during the war as an emergency provision; and (ii) a 
oomprehensive enquiry, as early as possible into the lives of the assets, including obsolescence, and the 
consequent normal rate of contribution to the Depreciation Fund, and any other matters, such as 
the level of prices affecting the Fund. As a result of the former enquiry which was undertaken 
during 1943-44 the Committee decided that an additional appropriation of Rs. 2 crores a year should 
he made to the Depreciation Fund in the current year and also in the budgetary year and that this 
additional appropriation should continue so long as the present war conditions continued, while the 
arrears of pontribution of Es. 6 crores fpr the previous t^ce years should bp spread over three years 

the general bndgetarv position permitted. I’lns decision was implcnientod in ihe budget for the year 
1944-45.' ■ ' ' ' ■' ' ' ‘ " '■ ’ ' 

The Committee also recommendpd that, until thp cqnycntion ^s revised, the present rate of 
contribution to tho Depreciation Fund should not be reduced. The committees observed that heavy 
expenditure on accoimt of accumulated arrears of maintenance, may, in view of the possibility of re- 
duced receipts infutureyears, have to be met out of Railway Reserve. In order to place railways on a 
sound financial footing, the Committee further recommended that in allocating the surplus on 
commercial lines between the railwa}'^ reserve and general revenues, as provided in clause {iv) of the 
convention resolution until a new convention is adopted by the Assembly, th(} appropriation to the 
railway reserve should bo the maximum consistent with a fair allocation to general revenues as deter- 
mined from year to year by the general budgetarj' .situation arising out of tlie present emergency. 

B . — Financial Fesnlts of State Jtailtvays {including vorhed Ihm). 

17. Financial results ol working. — The ^oss receipts of railways were Bs. 186-43 crores in 
1943-44 against Rs. 155-48 crores in 1 942-43, an increase of Rs. 29 • 95 crores. The increase was both 
tinder goods and coaching. 

The ordinary working expenses amounted to Rs. 90-10 crores against Rs. 68-98 crores in tho pre- 
vious year, or Rs. 21 • 12 crores more. The amount set apart from revenue for depreciation was Rs. 
16-87 crores against Rs. 12-58 crores in 1942-43 or Rs. 4-29 crores more. The operating ratio, that 
is, the ratio of working expenses (excluding suspense, but including appropriation to the depre- 
ciation reserve fund) to gross earnings was 57 -96 per cent, against 51 - 69 per cent, in the previous year. 

Miscellaneous transactions during 1943-44 resulted in a net receipt of Rs. 2-78 crores against 
Rs. 1-89 crores in 1942-43. Payments to worked lines ns their share of earnings amounted to Rs. 
1*87 crores against Rs. 2-70 crores in the previous year, or Rs. 83 lakhs less. 

The net revenue was Rs. 79 . 37 crores against Rs, 73.11 crores in 1 942-43 or Rs, 6 . 26 crores moiv 

The interest charges amounted to Rs. 28 . 53 crores against Rs. 28 . 04 crores in 1942-43. Tho in- 
crease is due mainly to certain debentures having been redeemed during the year, resulting in pay- 
ment of additional interest for six months. The rate of interest, however, fell from 4*09 per cent, to 
3 - 92 per cent. 

Against the surplus of Rs. 45-07 crores in 1942-43 the surplus in 1943-44 was Rs. 50-84 crores. 
The surplus on commercial lines amounted to Rs.62»80 crores, 76% of which amounting to Rs, 39*60 
crores was payable to General Revenues. The actual payment, however, amounted toRs. 37-64 
crores after recovering the loss on strategic lines, viz., Rs 1*96 crores, in terms of clause (iii) of the 
the Convention Resolution of 1943 printed at Appendix A to this Volume. The balance of the net 
surplus of Rs. 50-84 crores, viz., Rs. 13-20 crores, was transferred to the Railway Reserve Fund. 

The appropriation to the depreciation reserve fund was Rs. 16-87 crores and the amount with- 
drawn for renewals was Rs. 6 • 65 crores resulting in a net accretion of Rs. 10 * 22 crores to the fund. 
The balance at the credit of the fund at the end of tho year was Rs. 92-30 crores. 

The total works expenditure during the year imder review amounted to Rs. 16-01 crores, of 
which Rs. 8-36 crores were under capital and Rs. 6 • 65 crores from the depreciation reserve fund. Of 
the capital expenditure Rs. 8 • 37 crores related to open lines and mhiiis Rs. 1 lakh to new construc- 
tions. The minus figure under “ New Construction ” was due mainly to credit received from the civil 
department for the sale value of land of Qadian Beas Section of the Batala Beas Railway, abandoned 
on the North Western Railway. These figures do not take into account Rs. 35 lakhs on account of 
diseharge of debentures of Bengal Nagpur and South Indian Railways. 
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18. Net traffic receipts, interest charges and surplus. — ^The statement below compares the surplus 
and the percentages of net traffic receipts and interest charges to the capital-at-cliarge for the five 
years ending with 1943 -44-. 

(In lakhs of rupees.) 


1 

Year. 

J 

1 

Net 

traffic 

receipts. 

Percentage 
of net 
traffic 
receipts 
to capital- 
at-charge. 

i 

i 

Interest 

charges. 

1 

Percentage 
of interest 
charges to 
capital- 
at-charge 

Surplus. 

i 

1 

1939-40 

32,80 

4-3 

29,11 

3-8 

4,33 



46,29 

6-1 

28,68 

3-8 

18,46 

1^1-42 .... 

55,62 

7*4 

28,44 

3*8 

28,08 

1942-43 

'11,23. 

9^1 

28,04 1 

3*6 

45,07 

1943-44 

76,89 

9-8 

1 

28,68 

3*7 

50,84 


19. Traffic Receipts. — ^During the year under review, there was an increase over last year under 


aU the heads of traffic receipts as shown below :~ 

(Crores of rupees.) 
1912-43. 1943-44. 

Passenger earnings 44 -68 61 -59 

Other coaching earnings 16 '84 21- 57 

Goods earnings 91 ‘86 98-32 

Sundry earnings 1 4-08 3-99 

Suspense .............. - — 98 — 04 


Total . . 155-48 185*43 


Les $ — 

Earnings of worked lines 5-28 3-89 


Net traffic receipts of State-owned lines 150-20 181-54 


The total increase including the earnings of worked lines was Rs. 29*95 crores, Rs. 16*91 crores 
under passenger traffic, Rs. 5*73 crores under other coacliing traffic and Rs. 6-46 crores under goods 
traffic. The net increase in the traffic receipts of State-owned lines was Rs. 31*34 crores. 

The increase rmder passenger earnings was under aU classes. The figures for Class I Railway 
axe given below : — 

(In lakhs of rupees.) 






1942-43. 

1943-44. 

First class 

. « • 


• • • 

2,17 

3,11 

Second olass 

. • ♦ 

. 

• • • 

3,59 

6,78 

Intermediate class 

* « • 

, 


2,64 

3,98 

Third class 

• • • 

. 

• « • 

. 38,62 

61,79 


Total . . 46,92 64,66 


The details of traffic earnings of individual railways are given in statements No. 3 and 6, pages 
40-41 and 48-60 of Volume II of this report. 

20. Working expenses. — The working expenses ofeach railway are detailed in statements No. 3 
and 7, pages 40-41 and 52-61of Volume II of this report. 

21. Losses and gains. — ^The statement below compares the net gain or loss on each railway with the 
previous year. For the purpose of calculating the gain or loss, the figures shown in the Companies’ 
accounts have been recast to accord with the Government accounting procedure, i.e., the working 
expenses include the appropriation to the depreciation fund and not the actual Expenditure on re- 
newals and replacements which is taken into account iji the Compajiies’ own accounts. 


(In lakhs of rupees.) 


Year. 

B. &A. 

1 

B. ,B. 

& 

C. L 

E.r. 

G.I.P. 

N.W. j 

(Commor- i 
cial.) 

N.W. 

(Stra- 

tegic.) 

r 

0. &T. 

B.N. 

& S.M. 

/ 

' S.I. 

I 

1942.43 . 

—98 

6,02 

8,76 

11,21 

8,9,2 

—1,62 

66 

2,66 

3,66 

2.06 

1943-44 . 

28 

6,08 

1 

7,00 

13,S0 

11,91 

—2,10 

8,05 

1,30 

4, 14 

j 2.87 


Koto. — Minna figures indicate losses. 
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22. Effect of War on earnings and working expenses — Tlie progressive demands on the 
country’s resources of man-power and materials for war purposes and tlie consequent expansion of 
industrial and business activity contributed to a continuous increase in rail traffic. Botli civilian and 
military passenger travel and tbe movement of goods to meet civilian and military needs continued 
on a larger scale than in the previous year. There was also greater diversion of traffic from other 
transport agencies to the railway owing to petrol shortage and lack of shipping accommodation gs well 
as heavier movements of food stuffs than last year from surplus to deficit areas. All these, combined 
with one day’s additional earnings due to 1 944 being a leap year, had the effect of increasing earnings, 
in spite of the restrictions imposed on the movement of various commodities and the inteiTuption of 
movement due to breaches of the line at certain places by floods. The earnings of the year under re- 
view were Es. 30 crores more than those of the preidous year and stood at Rs, 185| crores, the highest 
figure ever reached. 

The working expenses also increased from Rs. 69 croresin 1942-43 to Rs. 90-10ororesin the year 
under reidew. The increase was mainly due to additional staff employed, extension of the scope and 
increase in the rates of dearness allowance to staff, increased repairs and increase in the quantity 
and cost of stores consumed, increase in the cost of coal, enhanced rates allowed to handling contractors 
and loss on account of the sale of wheat and a variety of other commodities to railway staff at 
concession rates from railway grain shops. 
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23. Analysis of Financial results of working.— An analpis of the financial results of the worldng 
of the railways owned by the State is given in the following statement for 1942-13 and 1943-44: — 


(Figures in tliousands of rupees.) 



! 

Deduct 
amount 
of capital G 
contri- 
Luted by 
tompaniea 
nd Indian 
States. 

* 





C 

I 

IHAROE VOAIKSTNET ‘ 
lE\ENUU RlCEIPTS . 1 



Kailwaj-s 

Capital at < 
charge. 

C 

a 

Net 

lovemmcnt 
Capital at ; 
chai^ 

1 

1 

Receipts. 1 

3 

kVorKing 
Cxpcmes I 
ncluding t 
D( precia- 
tion, j 

1 

L 

merits • 
o irorlvcd 
lines. J 

P 

Net 

[{( Ctipts. c 

t 

ereentage 
of Net 
Receipts 
m capital or 
itcliaxgo, oi 

Paymentb 
\ account 
* share of < 
Surplus 
Profits. 

Interest 

jharges. 

Gain. 

Xioss, 

E. L A.— 

1012-43 

78,89,84 


78,89,84 

Sf 

11,35,38 

ate Lines Managed by S 

9,32,11 * 15,64 1 

ifate. 

1,87,63 

2-4 

31 

2,85,39 


98,07 

1943-44 

80,84,52 i 


80,81,52 

18,17,25 

14,86,03 j 

16,67 

3,14,65 

3-9 

66 

2,85,58 

28,31 

•- 

B. B. A C. I — 1 

194243 . . 1 

75,12,60 

1,27,97 

73,84,53 

18,27,22 

1 

8,36,16 

20,35 

0,70,71 

12-0 ( 

a) 10,40 

2,61,89 

! 

6,92,36 


1943-44 . . 1 

76,02,76 

1,27,97 

73,74,78 

19,29,58 

10,07,23 

39,14 

8,83,21 

11*8 ( 

ai 11,01- 

2,63,89 

6,08,31 


E. I.— 

1942-43 

1,49,69,24 


1,49,69,24 

1 

29,39,89 

16,01,12 

! 

14,38,77 

' .9-0 . 


6,62,63 

8,70,14 



1,51,38,08 

. . * 

1,51,33,08 

33,16,02 

'20.22,66 


12,93,36 

8-6 


5,93,76 

6,99,60 

•• 

G.I.P.— 

194243 



1,12,80,24 

27,58.35 

12,05,69 

43,88 

*15,08,78 

13*4 

• 

3,87,68 

11,21,10 


1943-44 

1,13,86,36 


1,13,86,35 

33,40,04 

15.73.12 ; 

48,39 

17,23,63 

15-1 

•• 

3,93,10 

13,30,43 

•• 

N.W*.— 

194243 

1,46,77,87 


1,40,77,87 

27,61,23 

1 

14,67,73 1 

30,74 

r \ 

12,66,76 

S-G 


5,37,26 

7,29,60 


1948-44 

1,46,93,99 

•• 

1,46,93,99 

32,84,53 

17,29,95 [ 

43,91 

16,10,67 

10*3 


5,29,60 

9,81,07 

•• 

O.&T.— 

104243 

27,05,31 


27,05,31 

6,22,04 

2,52,20 

1.18,41 

! 

1,62,03 i 

! i 
1 6-6 

1 

4,12 

. 83,04 

C4,87 


1943-44 

29,25,95 

** 

29,25,95 

6,29,88 

3,12,72 

1 


3,17,16 

' -lo-s 

t 

1,12,39 

2,04,77 

•• 

B.N.- 

104243 

70,03,20 

4,05,02 

74.98,24 

Sta 

14,87,93 

de Lines Mf 

8,98,20 

inaged by C 

1,10 

^mpanles, e 

5,88,57 

■ 

21,02 

1 

3,02,42 

2,04,63 


1043-44 

80,01,61 

3,90,55 

1 

76,10,90 

16,92,23 

12,39,51 

1,46 

4,51,26 

5-6 

20,74 

3,09,80 

1,29,72 

•• 










1 

1 






40,00,37 

11,88,72 

6,78,43 


6,95,20 

11-2 


2,12,13 

3,00,14 



B 

47,26,99 1 

18,97,38 

7,32,83 

19,72 

6,45,33 

12-0 

21,31 i 

2,09,86 

4,14,16 




l 











104243 

45,47,02 

2.50,73 


8,64,13 

4,51,82 

23,67 

3,88,74 

8-6 





1943-44 

45,81,17 

2,20,47 

43,60,70 

10,47,14 

5,49,88 

24,48 

4,73,28 

10-0 

83,70 

1,52,65 

I 2,86,93 

.. 

Other Eailways— 













194243 

3,84,08 

—14,57 

3,98,65 

62,05 

41,78 

1,11 

19,10 

5-0 


13,18 

5,98 


194344 

3,77,70 

—27,42 

4,05,12 

88,56 

43,99 

•• 

44,57 

11-8 


11,68 

32,89 

- 

Interest on Dep. and 
Reserve Fund 

Balances — 













194243 




3,02,80 







3,02,80 


1943-44 


•• 


4,06,21 



4,05,21 




4,05,21 


Net Misc. Receipts 
and Cliargcs not 













attributable to any 
one raUway — 

194243 



1 









24,79 

194344 


•• 

•• 

•• 

*• 







37,70 

Total Central — 













194243 

7,72,61,90 

14,28,48 

7,68,23,48 

1,68,60,40 

81,65,24 

2,75,95 

IV ^ 

9-0 

84,14 

IKVH 



1943-44 

7,80,73,34 

13,73,90 

7,66,99,44 

1,89,47,62 

f 1,08,96,92 

t 1,88,77 

i 

10*3 

87,42 

28,63,31 


... 

rrovincial Railways — 

394243 



1 

(b) 1,42 



1,42 




1.42 


1943-4 4 

•• 





1 

i 




• • 

•N. W. (Comml.) — 

194243 

1943-44 

1,13,09,20 

1,14,28,50 

•• 

1,13,09,20 

1,14,28,60 

25,50,86 

30,50,14 

12,07,78 

14,03,92 

36,74 

48,91 

13.06.31 

16.02.31 

i 

: ! 11-5 

I 14-0 

.. 

4,14,01 

4,11,41 

8,91,73 

11,90,90 


N. W.— 

ICon-Coniinl.{Strategio 

194243 

) 

33,08,67 


33,68,07 

2,10,37 

2,49,95 


— 39,6S 

1 

! 

\ 

1 — 1-1 


1,22,6; 


1 

1,62,23 

1943-44 

32,65,49 


32,65,49 

2,84,89 

8,26,03 


—91,64 

r —2-81 

J 

1,18,1£ 


2,09^83 


(a) Incindea payments to Jaipur Durbar 


194243 1943-44 

16,40 9^5 


(b) Koprosonta fignrea on ncoonnt of Subsidkod Companifs, 
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BEPORT by the railway board on INDIAN RAILWAYS FOB 1943-44. 


[Chap. Xl. 


C - — General results of working of all Indian Railways. 

earnings.— The total earnings of all Eailways, including those in which the 
ri financial interest, amounted to Rs. 198-80 crores of which Rs. 102-82 

3 R ros . ° eoods traffic, Rs. 67-11 crores or 33 - 8 per cent, from passenger traffic 

87 crores or 1 4 - 5 percent from parcels, luggage and other miscellaneous sources of revenue. 

ways^icreShv^R.®???!^®-"^''®^ 1942-43, passenger earnings on all Indian Rail- 

60 oj Rs. 18-31 croi’es to Rs. 67-11 crores, an increase of 37-6 per cent., the number of 

^es J^v7 millions— an increase of about 26 -8 percent, and passenger 

Sr trE on percent. Rome of the striking variations in passen- 
ger tramc on individual railways are indicated below :— ^ 


Railway. 


Bombay Boroda & Central India 
Great Indian Peninsula 
North Western . . 

Bengal and Assam 
East Indian 


(Figures in lakhs.) 

Variations as compared with 1942-43. 


Passengers 

carried. 

EarmngS. 

No. 

Rs. 

-f-291 

-f-168 

-f-235 

-f-387 

-f276 

-k267 

-fl09 

-k265 

-M42 

-fl76 


give^in SummarvX of passengers carried, passenger miles and earnings therefrom are 

11 of tffis SeSS ’ 12 and 36, pages 12-13, 92-99 and 227-233 respectively of volume 

Iakhf^r5*-'n°Der earmngs from goods fraffic on all railways increased by Rs.561 

of tons or about 0-66 nor 1942-43. The tonnage of goods carried increased by 6 lakhs 

stead of 295 miliKi loaf 1'°^ was carried an average of approximately 296 miles in- 

or 0- 94 per cent. ovoMas^^oL^^^ registered an increase of 264 millions 

storeloVrOTenu^atcounrJI^ mainly derived from military traffic, wheat, railway materials and 
tured, kerosine oil m pulses, firewood, fruits and vegetables fresh, cotton manufac- 

juto manufactured cottnn o^^lier grains while decreases were substantial in 

stone, salt and on-seed^ cement, wood unvurought, tobacco, iron and steel, marble and 

tonna^e^carried^on^tlm traffic was registered on Bengal and Assam Railway where the 

603-6°millions [66-60/l’mi?^’^ mcrcased by 2-48 millions, anincrease of 32-2percont. ton miles by 
o miiiions (o6 5 /„) and earnings fiom goods caiiicd by Rs. 2-32 crores or 45-7 per cent. 

100-1 II, ’^leVmanS'lSVr^^^ fie found in Summary X, Statements No. 13, 29 and 36, pages 12-13, 

1 , 101 j /o and 227-233 re.spoctively of Volume II of this report. 
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CHAPTER III 

new CONSTRUCTION AND ENGINEERING WORKS 

. . .1 j nTo-r/>R 1Q4.A. t.lie total capital-at-cliarge on al 


TvTimw rnNSTRUCllUl>i — 

A + Hi ntl of Marcli 1944 the total capital-at-charge on all railways, 
prc canital Expenditure.— At the end of MMch 1944, ^liich Rs. 780-73 crores 

lines. The remainder Rs. 7 ( /o uro i- 


£ 

150,106,630 

—29,284,941 


Net amount outstanding 




Grand Totai. 


120,821,689t 

(In thousands 
of rupees). 
6,19,63,91 
1,61,09,43 1 

7,80,73,34 


By tetUogrof holS”S!o3% on 

Rs, 8^36 different State-owned lines is shown m 

The distnbution of the capital uu 

fPieuToa in laths). 


the summary • 

Bailways. 

Open Lines. 

Now linoa. 

Gbanb 

Totau 

Works, ete. 

Belling Stock. 

Totj^ 

^ 

Ba. 

Ra. 

Ra. 

Ra. 

Ra. 


* 80 ’ 

11 

1,00 

•• 

1,00 



47 

—56 

— D 

•• 

—0 

Bombay, Daroda and Conlrallndia 

1,77 

16 

1,02 

•• 

1,02 



Bengal and Aw‘an' 

1,72 

1 

1,78 

•• 

1,73 

East Indian • • ' ‘ 

1,02 

—1 

1,01 

•• 

1,01 

Groat Indian Peninsula •' • 

«1 


01 

•• 

61 

Madras and Boutbemilabratta . • • ’ 

2 

14 

16 

—1 

16 

Northwestern • • •• ' - 


—1 

30 

•• 

36 

gostb Indian • • ' 

1,61 


1,61 

•• 

1.61 

Ondh and Tirhut • ‘ , 

Other Indian railways . 

Total 

C 

•• 

6 

* • 

6 

8,64 

—17 

8,37 

-1 

1 

8,36 


£CW5,0O0aml£2 0 O 0 0OOrepj--^^^^^^^^^^ haTobcen.onverteu a. 

™Vu?rc“ed during 194344 

tta Provincial Gov;r™enta conoemed was obtained in eaoi case. 
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REPORT BY THE RAILWAY BOARD ON INDIAN RAILWAYS ROR 1943-44. [ ChAP. HI 


29. Engineering V/orks. — The following is a list of some of the important works carried out or 
sanctioned during the year with a view to augmenting the line capacity, improving the operational 
facilities, prowding additional housing accommodation for staff, strengthening bridges, etc. 

29-1. Open Line Improvements. 

Amount. 

Es. 

Bengal and Assam Itailway. 

Line capacity works 2,42,45,000 

Bengal-Nagpur Railway. 

Prowsion of seven crossing stations on the Bombay Main Line between Bilaspiu and 

Nagpur • 4,81,270 

Doubling the line between Bankura and Midnapur ....... 1,00,80,000 

East Indian Railway. 

Eomodelling of Eampur Station and Yard — 1st stage ...... 2,83,G7G 

Quadrupling of track from Saktigarh to Sitarampur including Ondal Terminal facilities 1,42,98 022 

Improvement of facilities for through goods trains and for servicing goods engines for 

extended runs— Gaya Station . 7,98,100 

Additions and alterations in the Loco Y’ard, Lucknow .' 3 g[j 202 

Direct link .between H.B. Chord, mile G-5/8 and C. C. Rl 3 ^ 3',82',8G7 

Provision of now crossing stations between Ametlii and Gauriganj and between Chau- 
, khandi and Kapsethi stations and conversion of Swansa flag station into a crossing 

station ’ 4 , 22,344 

Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

Remodelling of Nasilc, Manmad and Clialisgaon stations on tho Bhusaval-Igatpuri 

Section 4,7G,500 

' North Western Railuay. 

Additional yard facilities and a new station building at Drigh Road .... 2 13 393 

Realigning of the railway from Rohri to mile 312/20 between Sangi and Pano Akil 

stations . . " 64,00,617 

^ Realignment North of Barrage Canals, of the lino between Sukkur and Habibkot . .38,85,501 

Omlh and Tirht{Railtvay. 

Permanent diversion round breaches between Narayanpur and Pasraha stations, after 

the floods of 1942 3,09,000 

South Indian Railway. 

Remodelling of Olavakkot Junction 7,09,100 

29-2. Important works sanctioned. 

• Bengal and Assam Railway. 

Recovery of stone boulders ftom Jackson’s spur. Right Guide Bank at Hardinge Bridge 1,39 893 

Scheme for the disposal of sewage of Kanchrapara Workshops and Halishahar Stores . 1 32 841 

Scheme for 760 K.W. Bulk Electric Supply from Naihati to Kanchrapara . . . . 1,29*381 

Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway. 

Providing double tank type hot water washout plant together with settling tank at 

Abu Road and Bandikui 2,30,052 

Great Indian Peninsula Railway. 

Arrangements for obtaining water supply for Loco purposes &om the Pench River at 

Jklehra ' 1,11,638 

North-Western Railway. 

Providing 104 rmits staff quarters for the superior shed staff at Eolni . . . 4,42,000 

Military WorJes — 

Provision of railway sidings, etc., to serve various Military projects .... 42,62,000 

29-3. Bridge Strengthening and Protection Programme. 

Bengal and Assam Railway. 

Rebuilding of Bhulkadoba Bridge g q 2 jgg 

Rebuilding of Beki River Bridge 3*62*877 

Madras and Southern Mahratta Railway. 

Rebuilding of Swamamukhi Bridge on the North East Line 3 gg qqq 

Rebuilding of Pambaleru Bridge on the North East Line ...... 3*10*000 

Relining Tunnel No. 7 at mile 47/7-11, Mormugao Frontier Section .... 2*84*317 

Reconstruction of Bridge No. 275 at mile 85/16-18 on North East Line between Gudur * * 

and Manubolu 1,60,000 

Reconstruction of Latente Bridges on the W.I.P. Railway (M. & S. M. Railway) . . 4^46 000 

South Indian Railway. 

Constniction of a middle pier in 120 -ft. span of bridge No. 2139 at mile Q.446/2-3 on the 

Shencottah Quilon Section I 44 309 
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30. Wireless communications on Railways. — ^During tlie year under review the question of 
providing railways vdth wireless neMvorks as supplements to line communications^ particularly in times 
of emergencies, received further consideration. A report on this subject drawm up by a G.II.Q. (India) 
Signals Officer was available and with this as a basis the Railway Board decided to develop the scheme 
and action was taken for the profusion of the necessary equipment, and for the training of operating 
and cipher staff and maintenance personnel. 

JjJ^uipmcnt . — ^Four types of wireless sets were contemplated for use on railways : — 

(a) for communication between the Railway Board and the headquarters of the principal 
railway administrations, and also for intercommunication between the headquarters of the 
principal railway administrations. This type would have a range of approximately 1,200 miles. 

{b) for communication between railway headquarters and railway divisional or district head- 
quarters, important junctions and engine changing stations. This type would have a range of 
about 700 miles. 

> (c) for communications between adjacent train control centres, main junctions and engine 

changing stations. This type would have a range of about 250 miles and would form the back 
bone of wireless commimication on railways. These sets would form a chain of communication 
along the main railway routes. 

{d) for line clear work in the event of damage to land lines and when land lines are congested 
or for urgent traffic. These seis would have a range of about 25 miles and would be mobile so that 
they could be easily conveyed to the sites where needed. . 

Firm orders have been placed for one half of the requirements of railways as proposed in the 
Report. All the types of sets ordered are fitted with R/T and C.W. facilities, but for the present it is 
intended that wireless telegraph}^ only will be used. All messages during war time will be sent in cipher 
but certain categories of plain langaugc messages are permitted to be sent in type (d). 

DeUveries of the above types of equipment have started and railways have received already 
their full quota of (d) type sets and some railways part of the quota of (c) type sets. ** 

Personnel . — 

A certain number of senior subordinates have already been trained as cipher instructors by G.H.Q. 
(India) and they in turn have trained the necessary number of cipher staff on their respective 
railways. 

Railways took advantage of the Government of India Labour Department Technical Training 
Scheme and had some of their line telegraphists trained as wireless operators at various centres in the 
country. In addition the Military authorities trained a number of railwaynien as wireless operators 
at Army signal centres. 

General . — 

• Wireless linlcs on certain railways have already started worldng— the South Indian Railway 
Administration were the first railway to set up wireless stations and send messages by wireless on their 
■own system 
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CHAPTER IV 


TRANSPORTATION 

A. — Operating. 

31. Volume of traffic handled.— -Increased military traffic, tlio continued shortage of sea tra ns 
port, famine conditions in Bengal and Malabar, the increase in production of war material and greatc] 
industrial activity increased the demands on rail transport well above tlve level of the previous year 
In spite of certain operating handicaps referred to in tlic succeeding paragraphs, the volume of traffii 
handled, both passenger and goods, during the year 1943-44 was greater than in 1942-43 and verj- great!) 
in excess of the pre-war figures. On Class I railways the increase in passenger miles— the best unii 
for measuring the passenger traffic handled— was .33-7 per cent, and that in ton miles— the best uni 
for measuring the freight traffic handled— was 1 -18 per cent, as compared with the preceding year 
It should be mentioned that these increases do not include the large volume of traffic moved by militar 
special trains. 

The following statement shows the amount of traffic handled and the increases recorded overtli 
preceding year and over the pre-war year (1938-39). - 

(Figurrs in thonfand!i.) 





Class I Railways. 


Particulars. 


1938-.19.* 

! 1942-43. 

1 

i j 

194S-44. j 

PKRCKSTAOE IBCRRASt! (+ ) 
on DECREASE ( — ) AS 
COMEATIED WJTH 




(Pre-war). 



1938-39. 

1942-43, 

1 

PaBsenger miles 

. 

i 

* i 

18,072,018 1 

1 

§23,509,772 

1 31,434,458 

i 

7;?-o 

33-7 

Net ton milesf 

■ . • • • 


21,462,033 1 

27,412.02.5 

1 1 

1 27.7S5.8.« i 

1 1 


1-18 

1 


• Inoludoa Bikanor Stato Railway for oomp.aratii '0 purpose.'. |Ilevised. t I'-xeludos depart mental. 

32. Train miles. — The number of train miles run to carry the traffic referred to above was as 
follows : — 


( Figiirt-i in IhonMnd'.) 


1 

Particulars. 

! 

193S.39.* i 

IpERCK.STAOB VAMATtOX VJSK 

1 

1 

(Pif-wnr). j 1042-43. 

i 

J 

: 1943-14. 

■ 

1 1938-39. 1 

1 ! 

1942.4S. 

t 

Passenger (including proiiortion of mixed) train milosf 

Goods (including i)roportion of mixed) train inilcsj 

111,503 ! S2,8S.'> 

i 

09,172 j 75,739 

80.167 

74,320 

1 

1 

—28-1 j 

-f7-44 1 

1 

— -S'ZS- 

—1*90 


•flMPOBTAJTT. — Tliisincliidc'itlioniiloageoftr/iin'conveyingpn.s'iongoreaiidofnllothor traffie booked at roaching rate', and empty jiiUctige 
run by pas.songer and other concliing stock. It nl'o includes mileage of eloclric locomotive and oloot rio multiple unit trains ns sTfll as milit.ary 
specials but e.vcludes departmental. 

tliioludos mileage of oleotrio locomotive trains but cicludos departmental. 


As referred to in paragra}5h infra passenger' (.rain service.s were further curtailed and pass- 
enger train miles were reduced in comparison with iiic previous year by. 3 ‘28 jier cent. AVith tins 
reduced train service the railways handled 33*7 per cent, more passenger miles than in 1942-43 by 
running heavier and fuller trains. TJie vjirious steps taken ta minimise the effect of c.urtailme.nt in 
passenger train .services are detailed in Chapter AMII, paragraph 91 . 

Similarly the slight increase in “ Net Ton Miles ” (1 • 1 8%) was handled despite a reduction of 1*90 
per cent, in goods train mileage mainly by increasing the average load per wagon. 

Detailed figures of train miles of Class I Bailw.iys are given in Statements No. 17 and 32, pages 
120—1 21 , and 21 9 — 222, and those of Cla.sses II and 111 Bailways in Statement No. 37. pages 234 — ^238 
of A^olumes II of this Report. 

In the paragraphs below the results of passenger and goods train services on Class I Railways are 
reviewed by gauges 

33. Passenger Trains.— 


(i'igurca in tlioiwan<!s.) 


Particnlnre, I 

i 

I Class I Railways. 

Broad Gauge. 

Metro Gauge. 

1942-43. 

1943-44. 

Poroontago 

variation 

with 

1942-43. 

J 94243. 

1 

1943-44. 

Percentage 

variation 

with 

1042-43. 

Passenger miles 

§16,963,079 

22,658,887 j 

-}-33-6 

§8,271,103 

8,447,579 

-F34-7 

Coaching vehicle miles (including proportion of mixed) . 

§918,338 

937,480 

-1-2 -08 

§396,255 

895,548 

—0-18 

Passongortrain milo8*(inoludingptoportionofmiied) . 1 

1 

57,589 

56,137 

-2-52 

23,242 1 

22,106 

—4.89 


•Impoutant.— ThisinoludosthomiJoagooftrainsconvoyinffpassongoraandofallothortraffio booked afc ooaebinff rates, and empty milcacc 
mn by passenger and other coaching stock. It also inolndoa mileago of elootrio locomotives and olootric niultiplo unit suburban trains, as well 
»• mUiUty spooiala but excludes departmental. § Revised. 























Ohaf IV] 


TEANSPOETATIOIf 


15 


On the broad.gauge railways despite a 33 '58 per cent, increase in passenger miles, coaching vehicle 
miles increased by 2*08 per cent, only, whilst passenger train miles decreased by 2 '52 per cent. Simi- 
larly on the metre gauge railways passenger miles increased by 34 ■ 7 per cent.-, whilst coaching vehicle 
miles decreased by O' 18 per cent, and passenger train miles by 4 • 89 per cent. 

Despite the extensive propaganda undertaken to discourage travel, there was considerable over- 
crowding. 

33'1. Reduction in passenger train services. — ^During the year, some further reduction in 
passenger train services became necessary from time to time in order to conserve line capacity required 
for the movement of essential traffic, both military and civil. Some temporary reductions in passenger 
train services were also made owing to difficulty in maintaining the supply of coal to certain railways. 

33-2. Punctuality of passenger trains.— The following table shows the percentage of passenger 
trains not losing time to the total number of trains run on all Class I Railways during 1943-44 as 
compared with 1942-43 : — 


i 

1 

1 

All trains : 
(including 
eleotrio multi- 
ple unit 
trains). 

3lAi] and 
important 
through trains. 1 

Mi-vod trains. 

• 

1 

Suburban trains. 

Other* 

passenger 

trains. 

Broad Gauge. 

i 





1912-43 

j 65-0 

45-0 

64-3 

G6-0 

80-8* 

54-4 

1943-44 ' 

JIetee Gauge. 

1 65-0 

1 

1 

51J-2 

1 

63-3 

63-8 

79-1* 

53-9 

19i2-43 

l 

i 09-2 

46-5 

72-9 

87-8 

79-.3t 

64'7 

1943-44 

72-3 

48-1 

72-7 

89-7 

88-41 

69-8 


♦ Bombay, Baroda & Central India and Groat Indian Peninsula Eaihvays cloctric multiple unit trains, 
t South Indian Evilway’s oloctrio multiple unit trains. 

There was a slight improvement on the metre gauge in the over-all figure due to more punctual 
running of suburban trains. A welcome improvement was also noticeable in the running of mail and 
important through trains on the broad gauge though the over-all figure remained the same as last 
year due to slight deterioration in the running of trains under other categories. Difficulty in accommo- 
dating passengers whose number showed a phenomenal increase, heav 7 >" parcels traffic, flood damages 
and the interference of special trains with regular service, continued to have an adverse effect on 
the punctual running of passenger trains. 

34. Goods trains. — 

(Figures in thousands). 




Class 1 Eailways. 



Particulars. 

1 

1 


Percentage variation 
' with 


1938-39.* 

(Piu-w.ir). 

1942-43. 

1943-44. 

1938-39. 

j 1942-43. 

p.G. . 

Goods (including proportion of mired) ton milesf . .■( ' 

18,283,969 

23,709,399 

23,820,158 

-f.SO-3 

-kO-09 

LH. G. . 

3,092,002 

3,008,266 

3,810,661 

-f23-2 

-t-8-62 

' TB. G. . 

Wagon miles (including proportion of mi.xcd) . . . 

2,117,936 

2,277,104 

2,168,815 

-f2-40 

—4-76 

LM. G. . 

663,822 

690,291 

717,787 

-f8-13 

-f3-98 

fB. G. . 

Goods train miles (including proportion of mixed) . . 

48,018 

63,105 

50,944 

-^6-09 

—4-18 

. (,M. G. - 

19,400 

20,715 

21,591 

4-11*3 1 

1 

1 -f4-22 


*InoIude3 Bikaner State Eailway for comparative purposes. Departmental. 

On the broad gauge railways, goods ton miles increased bj'" 0 ’ 09 per cent, in comparison with the 
previous year but the wagon miles dropped hj'' 4 • 70 per cent, and the goods train miles by 4 ' 18 per cent. 
On the metre gauge railwaj'^s the goods ton miles increased by 8 • 62 per cent, in comparison with the 
previous year, the wagon miles increased by 3 '98 per cent, and train miles by 4 '22 per cent. Since 
the broad gauge carried nearly 86 per cent, of the total goods traffic, the heavier train loads on that 
gauge were of material value to the total effort. 

34 '1. Goods train speeds. — The average speed of goods trains (steam) which was 10 '4 miles 
per hour both on the broad and metre gauges in 1942-43 showed a further drop this year i. e., lO'O miles 
on the broad gauge and 10' 3 miles on the metre gauge. The decrease in speed was mainly brought 
about by the heavy strain thrown on line capacity on some of the more important through routes and 
also by the necessity of giving precedence to an increasing number of military special trains over ordi- 
nary goods trains. 
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34.2. Goods train loads. — Tiie handling of the increased volume of traffic with decreased tiaii 
mileage referred to in paragraph 32 was achieved by substantial improvement in the net or freight load 
of goods wagons and trains. On the broad gauge railways the average net or freight load per good 
train (steam) increa.sed from 448 tons in 1942-43 to 407 tons in 1 943-44 and on the metre gauge raiTway 
from 169 tons in 1942-43 to 170 tons in 1943-44. The following railways acliieved marked improve 
ments in the average net load per train, as indicated below : — 

Average net or freight tceighi per train, 


Broatl Gauge. 

GrOiit Indian 
peninsula. 

Pcngal & As'jain. 

East I ndian. 

1942-43 

■ -lie 

239 

029 

1943-44 

412 

326 

1 

587 

Metro Gauge. 

Bengal & Asiam. 

Bikaner State. 

South Isdian. 

1942-43 

no 

108 

191 

1943-44 

156 

133 

210 


The details of goods train speeds, loads of wagons and trains are given in statements No. 20,43 
and 24, pages 134 and 140 to 143 of Volume II of this report. 


35. Stock usage. — ^Reduction in the number of engines utilised for passenger train services which 
yield the highest usage figure and increase in the number of engines for shunting wliich yield a very low 
usage figure reacted adversely on the performance figures of engines, such as, “ Engine miles per day per 
engine”, etc. All the railways made .sjiecial efforts to use locomotive power more intensively and 
improve usage of wagons. In the following sub-paragraidis the stock usage results of Class I Railways 
during the year are briefly reviewed. 

35.1. Engine usage. — Pleasured in terms of engine miles per day per engine on line (i.c. inclusive 
of time occupied under repairs etc.) the daily mileage showed a slight drop from 79 to 77 on the broad 
gauge and from 73 to 72 on the metre gauge when compared with the preceding yeai;. Tlie percentage 
of engines under or awaiting repaii’s in Mechanical and Transportation Worlcshops ivasimproved on the 
broad gauge from 16 • 4 per cent, in 1942-43 to 16 • 2 per cent, in 1943-44, but there was a slight deterio- 
ration on the metre gauge from 13 • 1 per cent, to 13 '4 per cent. 

The net ton miles per goods locomotive day decreased both in relation to the locomotives on linO 
and the locomotives in effective use on the broad gauge while on the Metro gauge a slight improvement 
was noticeable. 



Net ton miles per goods loco- 
motive day on lino. 

Not ton miles per goods loco- 
motivo daily in use. 

Bp.oad Gatjqe. 



1942-43 

17,749 

26.630 

1948-44 

17,897 

26,203 

Mbthe Gacqe 



1942-43 

^ 7,281 

11,672 

1948-44 

7,874 

11,652 


Details of engine usage are given in statement No. 22, pages 136 to 139 of Vol. II of this report. 

35.2. Wagon usage. — The statistical unit of ivagon movement viz., ‘ wagon miles per wagon day’ 
denoting the average number of miles run per wagon daily — both loaded and empty journeys — showed 
a drop from 42 '5 miles in 1942-43 to 39 ‘7 miles in 1943-44 for all the broad gauge railways combined 
and from 34 • 7 to 33 • 0 for the metre gauge Class I Railways. 

The more comprehensive unit for the purpose of gauging the work performed by a wagon is ‘ net 
ton miles per wagon day ’, which shows not only the number of miles run by a wagon but also the load 
carried by it. As a result of better loading of wagons this figure shows only a slight decrease as noted 
below : — 


i 

Broad Gauge. j 

j Metro Gango. 


1942-43. 

1943-44. 

1942-43. 

1943-44. 

Not ton miles per wagon day 

451 

445 

182 

181 


Both these units as at present compiled, however, understate the performance of the railways 
inasmuch as the wagon days in these calculations refer to the total wagon stock available on the railways 
although it is known that some of these wagons are rendering service on military specials. 


Chap. IV] 


TRAHPORTATIOH. 


17 


Details of veliicle and wagon miles and their usage are given in statements No. 19 and 21-, pages 1 30 
to 133 and 142 to 143 of Volume II of this report. 


35.3. Reduction in wagons loaded with ‘ smalls ’.—Efforts to reduce the number of wagons 
carrying ‘ smalls ' traffic continued unabated and a considerable reduction was achieved thereby relie- 
ving more wagons for ftxll loads as shown below ; — 





1 

No. of wagons loaded with 
‘ emails *, 

Percentage rc- i 
dnction in 
companion , 

, with 1942-43. 

No. of wagons loaded with ‘smalls' 
expressed as a percentage of 
the total number of ungons 
loaded. 





1942-43. 

1943-94. 


1942-43. 

1943-44. 

Broad Gauge . 

« 


. • 

•616,891 

476,565 

—-22-8 

14*i 

11*0 

Metre Gauge . 

• 

• 

. 

*379,939 

341,661 

— 10-1 

•17-6 

14 8 


♦Revised figures. 


36. Wagon position in the pool. 

36.1. Broad gauge wagon pool. — The number of public service wagon (in terms of four-wheel- 
ers) in use at the end of the year was 152,681 i. e., 897 more than at the end of 1942-43. The total 
number of wagons loaded during the year was 4,330,460 being a decrease of 46,316 or 1-05 per cent, 
as compared with the previous year. 

Demands throughout the year exceeded the available wagon supply. 

The number of wagons temporarily out of service on all broad gauge railways varied between 
5,370 and 6,379 wagons. 

36.2. Metre gauge wagon pool. — The number of public traffic wagons on 31st March 1941 was 
48,254, i.e., 3,969 more than at the end of 1942-43. The total number of wagons loaded during -the 
year was 2,071,462 being an increase of 139,860 or 7-3 per cent, as compared with the previous year. 

Demands tliroughout the year exceeded the available wagon supply. 

37. Neutral examination of interchanged stock. — The staff working under the Director of 
Wagon Interchange continued to examine wagons interchanged between the Railways at the follow- 
ing junctions : — 

Agra East Bank. New Delhi. 

Agra Gantt. Waltair. 

Ajni-Nagpxir, East Dock Junction. 

Chheolci. Katihar. 

Ghaziabad. Kasganj (from 1st Feb. 1944). 

Kbanalampura. 


38. Operating — general. — ^This was referred to in detail in the last year’s report. The progress of 
the war in the Eastern Zone of India continued to make further demands on railways for the transport 
of essential commodities. Railways have done their best to meet these demands. The movement of 
military personnel and supplies continued to be heavy. The Damodar floods and the consequent 
breaches on the East Indian Railway increased the transport problem of keeping tbe Calcutta area and 
beyond supplied vuth essential civil and military requirements. To cater for the increased military 
personnel traflio between regular points, additional special trains for exclusive military use were 
introduced to run between Madras and Delhi, and Delhi and Rawalpindi. To facilitate speedy carriage 
of goods between Delhi and Madras, through goods train services were introduced between Delhi and 
Itarsi, and Itarsi and Madras. 

The measures enumerated in the last year’s report Avere enforced with a view to increasing the 
efficiency of raihva 3 '’S. 

39. Rationalisation of Transport through a System of Priorities.— This has ah-eady been 
explained in detail in the last j’-ear’s report. The Avork of the Raibvay Priorities Organis^ion conti- 
nued AA'ith increased vigour. It endeavoured to proAude further transport facilities through an efficient 
system of rail priorities. The vast increase in demands for transport on the one hand and the present 
difficult situation Avitb regard to wagon supplies necessitated the adoption of further methods for the 
elimination of wasteful transport and other means for the regular supply of AA>-agons for the movement of 
essential commodities. Nearly all commodities were controlled, classified and graded for preferential 
transport consideration according to the various needs of both the civil and the military. 

40. Transport of Coal. — ^The control on the distribution of coal continued to function through 
the agency of the Controller of Goal Distribution. The breaches on the Damodar River bank which 
disrupted the East Indian Railway route to the Calcutta area, resulted in many industries in the 
Calcutta area and via running short of coal, and assential services were kept going by the use of single 
line routes over the Bast Indian and Bengal Nagpur Railways. 

Traffic by the normal East Indian Raihvay route was resumed on the 8th October 1943 but just 
at that time, AAdion it was expected that the short fall in coal deliveries to the Calcutta area AA-ouId be 
made up, a serious drop took place in raisings of coal, chiefly in tlie Bengal and Bihar fields resulting in a 
general .shortage of coal despatches for allindusfaies wliich continued up to the middle of January 1944. 
The seriousness of the position w^'as, however, mitigated to a certain extent by the industries in the nor- 
thern and western parts of India having been given excess quantities of coal, thereby, enabling them to 
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build up tlieir stocks of coal during the breaches period (July 1943 to Ootob8r^p43) when there was a 
surplus of transport available due to limited loading towards the Calcutta area!' 

AVith the serious drop in coal raisings, the Government realised that the total quantity of coal 
available was not sufficient to meet the demands of all consumers and a scheme of total rationing of coal 
was decided upon and put into effect from the 1st November 1943. Onward from that date, the War 
Eesources Committee of Council, through the Central Priorities Committee took up the allocation of 
definite quotas for each industry within the total coal available for despatch and according to the 
availability of coal, the quotas were adjusted from month to month. 

B. Commercial. 

41. Alterations in rates and fares. — The policy of discouraging non-e.ssontial traffic followed 
in previous years with a view to facilitate the transport of Militai}’^ Traffic and essential supplies for 
civilian consumption was continued and effective mca.surcs where ])ossible were taken to achieve this 
end. 

The more important cha,ngos made during the year were : — 

(i) Six-monthly return tickets issued from certain stations on the North AVestern Ilailwav 
to Simla, Summer Hill, Solon. Dharamporc (Punjab), Kandaghat and Jabli stations on the Kalka- 
Simla Section were withdrawn. 

(m) Reduced rates quoted by the South Indian Railway for certain non-essential commodities 
Avero cancelled. 

(nV) Special rates for certain commodities were quoted by the Jodhpur Railway with a view to 
saAm unnecessary long haulage and to stop rcbooking. 

(tv) Over the Bengal and Assam Raihvay, slack season reduced rates for j ute Avere not introduced * 
the busy season rates Avere alloAvcd to continue to operate throughout tlic year. Special rates 
applicable to tea packed in chests Averc extended to green tea and black tea in bags, certified ns .such 
and booked at OAvner’s risk. 

(v) The transhipment charges IcAdablc at different transhipment stations on the Bengal and 

Assam Raihvay AA'ere enhanced. ° 

(vi) The rule governing break of journey on passenger tickets at stations en route Avas amended. 
Prior to 1st October 1943, holders of .single and return journey tickets for distances over 100 miles 
Avere alloAved to break journey at the rate of one day for every 1 00 miles or part thereof. It Avas found 
that this rule lent itself to fraudulent practices. Prom 1st October 1943, the rule A\'as revised and noAV 
the holders of single and return journey tickets for distances of more than 250 miles (actual dis- 
tance) are allowed to break journey at the rate of one day for every 250 miles or part thereof in addition 
to the time occupied by the journcj'. No break of journey is permitted if the actual distance for 
which the ticket is issued is 250 miles or less. The distance bctAA'cen the starting station and the 
station, at which journoA’’ is broken at first or bctAA'een tAVo stations at aa-IucIi the journey is 
broken subsequently must be in excess of 250 miles. 

OAving, hoAvever, to special circumstances, a reduction A\’as made in the fares and rates in the 
folloAving instances : — 

(i) Concession in fares Avas granted by the Bengal & Assam Raihvay to facilitate the removal 
of destitutes from Calcutta to certain stations on that raihA'ay ; 

(m) To assist in the “ Grow more food ” campaign rates Avere reduced from a half to a quarter 
parcel rates for — 

(a) seeds of all kinds booked by or on behalf of the Agricultural Department, and 
{b) food crops and vegetable seedlings (plants graft and plants of fruit trees). 

42. Special efforts to secure better wagon loads.— Raihva3'’s continued to explore vaiious 
methods to meet the increased demands on transport during the year. There Avas on the Avhole some 
improvement in the wagon position resulting from the imposition of restrictions on the moA'cment of 
non-essential traffic and by the other measures taken to economise wagon usage. The. securing of the 
maximum possible load for every wagon used continued to receive constant attention of raihvaA’^ adminis- 
trations. Strict Avatoh Avas also kept on the loading of wagons in Military and other depots to prevent 
wasteful use of Avagon capacity. The policy of enhancing minimum Avcight conditions applicable to 
the principal- commodities moving at reduced rates, initiated about two years ago. continued to be 
folloAved during the year under revieAV. Accordingly, further enhancements in the minimum Avei^ht 
conditions Avere made and suitable Aveight conditions attached Avherever possible. Lump sum rates°on 
ffioor area basis were extended to'certain other commodities on the East Indian and Bengal and 4ssam 
Raihvays. 

The regulation of loading of smalls Avas further intensified bj’ — 

(f) extending the system of nominated loading of smalls on specific davs instead of everv dav to 
other stations wherever possible ; and 

(m) enhancing the minimum load of through road vans. 

This resulted in a reduction in the use of Avagons for the carriage of traffic in smalls. 
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43. Co-ordination of Rail, Road and Water Transport.— In order to relieve the strain 
on railways and to meet the situation arising out of restricted capacity, .railways continued to make 
sustained efforts during the year under review to encourage traffic to move by other modes of trans- 
port. Brief particulars of the measures taken by certain railways in this respect are given below : — 
Bombay Baroda and Central India Railway. 

Goods traffic from (a) Karachi and (6) stations on the Kathiawar Railways to stations on the 
Bombay-Broach section of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway and vice versa was diverted 
by the sea route. A certain amount of cotton to Bombay from the Broach and Surat Districts was 
also forced to move by sea on account of a restriction on rail booldngs. 

Bast Indian Railway. 

Arrangements were made to move foodstuffs from upcountry stations to destinations in Assam via 
Patna Ghat and Indian General Navigation and Railway. Co. steamers. Similarly special arrangements 
were made for moving stone ballast and coal from Ghats on the Bengal & Assam Railway, by steamers 
and thence to Calcutta Air-fields by rail. 

Advantage was taken of Central Government lorries running in convoy from. Bombay to Asansol 
to clear some goods traffic from Cawnpore. 

South Indian Railway. 

Investigation has been made into the possibility of introducing through booking arrangements by 
the sea-oum-rail route for goods traffic from stations on the railway to Bombay, Kathiawar, Karachi 
and other intermediate ports and vice versa, via Cochin, and it is expected that it will be possible to bring 
the arrangements into force during the year 1944-45. 

H. B. H. the Nizam’s State Railway. 

6 Special arrangements were made for the road transport of foodgrains from various places in the 
interior to the nearest railheads for onward despatch by rail and the timings of road and rail passenger 
services received special attention with a view to improving the connections. 

Madras and Southern Mahralta Railway. ' 

The measures taken in 1942-43 to divert Imffic between Bombay and Madras and Southern 
Mahratta Railway, metre gauge stations and Mysore Railway stations to the sea-cum-rail route via 
Mormugao Harbour' and thus relieve the broad gauge section of the line between Poona and Bombay, 
were continued during the year. As a further measure, a ban was imposed with effect from 10th 
January 1944 on the movement of salt by rail from stations in the Bombay area to Madras and 
Southern Mahratta Railway metre gauge stations, south of Miraj and stations on the Mysore State 
Railway, and arrangements were made for this traffic to be moved via Mormugao Harbour by steamer 
and country craft. With effect from 13th March, however, the ban on movement by the all-rail rput 
was lifted on bookings f^OI^l certain of the producing centres in the Bomba}’- area, as it was found 
inconvenient to arrange despatches from these points by the Mormugao route. For such movements 
as could be arranged via Mormugao, aiTangcments were concluded for through booldngs Avith 
Bombay Steam NaAngation Co., and five other agencies operating country crafts. 

Oudh & Tirhut Railway. 

Special rates Avere quoted for sugar, jagree and dal (pulses) from principal stations on this railway 
to stations in Assam via Paleza Ghat and via Semaria Ghat by the rail-cum-steamer routes, thus 
affording relief to tlie rail route via JCaiihar. 

North Western Railway. 

Special rates for commodities. AA’hich could be obtained from nearer .sources of supply or were con • 
sidered no)i-essentiaI, were cancelled. 

44. Closer contact with business interests, — ^Railways continued to maintain doss contact 
with husine.ss interests. At several important centres, informal meetings AA’ere held Avith representatives 
of Chambers of Commerce, Trade Associations and other commercial bodies. The discussions covered 
a variety of subjects such 'as Avagon supply, restrictions on booking, delays to goods, better transport 
facilities, delay in the settlements of claims, refund of overcharges, grant of “ Clear Receipts when 
consignments are loaded in sidings under supervision of raihvay staff, catering arrangements, and 
corrupt practices, etc. 

45. Claims for compensation and refunds. — Due to complexities of operation created by the 

war, the heavy increase in traffic, congestion in yards and on sections, inferior packing and particularly 
the rise in prices making thieving more remunerative, a general increase in the niunber of claims since 
1939 was inevitable. The number of claims received in 1943-44 constitutes a serious rise compared 
with 1942-43. - 

The number of applications for refunds of overcharges on goods and parcels also was liigher than, 
in the previous year and the time taken for settlement of these claims was comparatively higher than 
1942-43. ' Thus the year closed Avith heavy outetanding balances on railways generally. 

Additional staff for the disposal of claims was engaged and the strength of the watch & ward staff 
was considerably increased. 

In order to eliminate unnecessary correspondence in regard to questions of inter-railway liability 
and to speed up the' settlement of claims, a convention was agreed upon among the principal railways 
and came into force from November 1943. Under this convention — 

(i) Claims of up to Rs. 25 are borne entirely by the paying railways, and 

[ii) Claims exceeding Rs. 25 but below Rs. 1,000 are debited to a common pool, the total debit to 
the pool being divided monthly among the railways in proportion to the amounts paid by them as 
compensation during the past three years. 
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The following are some of the details by railways 
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46. Prevention of ticketless travel. — Inoieasc in llie number of passengers travelling without 
tickets occmied on all principal lailnays dining the I'fe.r under review, the inciease over last 3 Tar 
amounting to more than 7 lakhs, talcing railways as a whole. I’lie methods adopted by raihvays to 
detect and prevent tickctless travel were gcnerallj' the same as in prenous j’^ears. The difficulties of 
ensuring an efficient check Avere, however, accentuated due to (?) large numbers of military personnel 
travelling w’ith unexchanged warrants : (ii) curtailment of tiain services resulting in overcrowding : and 
(???) inadequate lighting in compartments due to shortage of electrical equipment. 

Additional ticket checking staff w'cre appointed on several railways to augment the existing staff 
and occasional surprise checks and summar}' trial of offenders by IMagistrates on the .spot were carried 
out on several railways wdth good results. Several Provincial Governments have given their full co- 
operation in this matter resulting in the appointment of Eailway ^Magistrates to hold courts within the 
railway premises. On the Great Indian Peninsula Eailway, such j\Iagistratcs w'cro appointed at 
several stations during the year. On the North Western Eailway, the Punjab and Sind Governments 
each appointed a touring Eailway j\ragistrato for the trial of railway cases with jurisdiction through- 
out the Punjab and Sind Provinces respectively. All passengers detected travelling without ticket 
and who refused or failed to pay the charges on demand were produced before these Magistrates. 
Most of them paid the charges due ; others were convicted and sentenced to various terras of 
imprisonment. On the East Indian Eaihvay, special .staff were appointed at the Commercial Head- 
quarters to deal more adequatolj’- with frauds and to assist their deteidion by watching knowm offenders 
as well as staff suspected to bo involved. The appointment of a Special IMobilo Central Ticket 
Checldng Squad introduced last year to work over the entire broad gauge system of the Bombay 
Baroda and Central India Eailway proved satisfnetor}' and it has been decided to set up a similar 
squad over the metre gauge section of the railwajL Similarly, the South Indian Eailway formed a 
Special Flying Squad for ticket checldng. The movements of this squad are kept strictlj' confidential 
and the squad is sent to stations very often by road to make surprise checks. The work of the squad 
is ha^dng a deterrent effect on ticketless travel and commission of fraud. On the Bengal & Assam 
Eailway, the “ Batch System ” of checldng, introduced as an experimental measure from 1st 
January 1943, was continued. Under this system, batches consisting of three crcws-in-charge and 
four crewmen each travelled together and changed trains at crossing stations. Trains are thus 
thoroughly and quickly checked. This system has proved specially usefrd in the submban sections 
where the traffic is heaAder but the distance is short. 


'47. Mela Traffic. — Owing to the Eailway’s inabilitv' to carry mela traffic in addition to the hea\y 
traffic, essential to the war effort and in order to conserve resources for the more essential demands. 
Provincial Governments, on reqrrests fi'om Eailway Administrations concerned, issued prohibitory 
orders in exercise of their concrrrrent powers conferred on thenr by clause (a) Sub rule (1) of 85 (B) 
of the Defence of India Eules prolribiting the carriage bj’' rail of persons proposing to travel to desti- 
nations in specified mela zones in respect of the more important of the melas and fairs held, unless the 
Eailway Administrations were satisfied that the peraons were proceeding to the destinations othenvise 
than for the purpose of taldng part in the melas or fairs concerned. Some of the melas and fairs, travel 
of rail to which was thus prohibited, were — 

Kartiki Mela at Garhmukhtesar 

Kartiki Puranmashi Mela at Sonepore 
, Nanlcana Saliib Fair 

Magh Mela at Allahabad , 

Piran Kaliar Mela at Eoorkee 

Khwaja Urs Fair at Ajmer - , 

It was noticed, however, that in spite of these prohiliitions, a large number of pilgrims managed to 
reach the mela centres by booldng to destinations either short, of or beyond the prohibited zones and 
then taldng to modes of transport other than the Eailway, for their further journey to mela centres. 
These pilgrims then sought direct movement bj’' rail for their return journey from the mela centres, this 
in some cases forced railways to run special trains in the reverse direction in order to clear the pilgrims 
feom the mela centres quickly to prevent spread of epidemics. 
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CHAPTER V 

RAILWAY COLLIERIES 

48. Tlie output from the principal Railway Collieries during the year 1943-44 compares 
with the previous year’s output as follows : — 


Colliery. 

Owned by 

Output. 

1942-43. 

1943-44. 



Tons, 

Tons. 

1. Bhnrkunda 

B. & A., E.I. & N.W. Railways 

129,055 

129,173 

2. Kargali 

Gr. I. P. Railway 

/ 

566,510 

505,151 

3. Kurharbaree & Serampore . . 

E. I. Railway 

430,612 

502,918 

4. Joint Bokaro 

E. I. & B. N. Railways 

961,235 

842,120 

5. Joint Sawang 

Do. 

50,941 

57,157 

6. Jarangdib . . 

B.. B. & C.I. & M. & S.M. Railways . . 

55,908 

53,695 

7. Talober 

M. & S. M. Railway . . 

195,088 

192,895 

8. Kuraaia 

B., B. & C. I. Railway 

343,670 

294,745 

9. Aigada 

B. N‘ Railway 

241,445 

208,114 

10. Deulbera . . 

Do. 

87,991 

78,817 


Total 

3,042,295 

2,864,786 


49. Tdanage of Coal Inspected. — The State Railways’ Coal Department inspected 9,336,467 
tons coal during 1943-44 as compared with 8,941,481 tons in 1942-43. 


50. Indian Coal Grading Board. — The State Railways’ Coal Department continued to carry out 
work on behalf of the Indian Goal Grading Board during the year. The amount of cargo coal 
shipped under the Indian Coal Grading Board to various ports during 1943-44 was 707,361 tons. 

51. Coal Mined in India. — In 1943 the coal mined in the various provinces of British India 
amounted to 22,447,494 tons as against 25,949,835 tons in 1942, a decrease of 3,502,341 tons. 

52. Coal despatched by Rail. — The quantity of coal carried by the East Indian and Bengal 


Nagpur Railways was as follows : — * 

1942-43. 1943-44. 

Tons. Tons. 

East Indian Railway 13,340,477 13,552,767 

Bengal Nagpur Railway . . . . . . . . . , . . 8,851,889 8,354,173 

Total . . 22,192,366 21,906,940 


53. Coal shipped from Calcutta. — Shipments including Bunker coal from the port of Calcutta 
to Indian and Foreign Ports during 1943-44 amounted to 927,523 tons including coal for Ceylon 
Government Railways, as compared with 984,371 tons in 1942-43. 

54. Introduction of excavating plant. — To meet the anticipated shortage of coal likely to arise 
through inadequate labour, the Calcutta Coal Committee recommended, in September 1943, the 
introduction of mechanical excavating plant in the State Railway Collieries at Bokaro, Kargali and 
Bhurkimda in order to step up the production. For the purpose of determining what plant was 
required for this proposal, it was arranged that two senior officers of the Engineer-in-Chiet’s Branch, 
(General Head Quarter India) would inspect the Collieries with the Chief Mining Engineer, Railway 
Board. As a result of this inspection it was decided to concentrate on Bolcaro and Kargali Collieries 
only, and a complete list of the plant required for increasing the output was furnished by Engineer- 
in-Chief's Branch. Several items of this plant, together with the necessarj’- military personnel, were 
loaned immediately and orders for the balance were placed in United Kingdom in December 1943. 
As a result of the introduction of this excavating machinery in the Bokaro Colliery a large quantity 
of soft overburden was removed during the latter part of the year exposing a considerable tonnage of 
coal. 


H12BB 






22 


[Chap. Yl 


BEPOET BY THE EAILWAY BOABD ON INDIAN RAILWAYS FOR 1943-44. 


CHAPTER VI 

ROLLING STOCK AND MATERIALS 


55. Additions to equipment.— During tlie year, the following locomotives and rolling stock, includ- 
ing arrears brought forward from previous years were on order for broad and metre gauge raihvaj's 


Items. 

Loeomotires 


Coaching Stock . 
Goods Stock 


Broad Gauge. Metre Gauge. 

2G9 219 

(iiioludo War Dept. 
Locos.). 

497 Units. 257 Units. 

10,828 „ 5,957 „ 

(include War Dept, (include War Dept. | 
Tvagona). wagons). 


New locomotives and rolling stock actually placed on the line during the year as additions or in 
replacement of condemned stock were as under: — 


Items, 

Locomotives 


Broad Gauge. 
55 


Metre Gauge. 

182 

(include War Dept. 
Locos.) 

60 Units. 
3,485 


Coaching Stock ............ 101 Units. 

Goods stock . . . . . . • • • • . . 2,231 „ 

(include War Dept, (include War Dept, 
wagons). svagons). 

(One Unit — One four svheeler). 

Not*. — ^T he particulars relate to all class I Railways excepting the Bikaner State Rly. whose figures have not been received. 

55. 1 Engines. — Th average tractive effort per engine rose from 26,194 lbs., in 1942-48 to 26,357 
lbs. in 1943-44 on the broad gauge, while that on the metre gauge fell from 14,935 lbs. to 14,928 lbs. 


56. Supply of Rails anb Fishplates from indigenous sources. — The restrictions on the supply 
of steel, referred to in the last year’s Report, continued to operate in the year under review. The ton- 
nage of rails and fishplates ordered from the two steel companies in India (viz. Messrs. The Tata Iron & 
Steel Co. Ltd., and the Steel Corporation of Bengal Ltd.), was, however, considerably greater than that 
orderedin 1942-43 and amoimted to 66,303 tons of rails and 2,338 tons of fishplates. The actual 
quantity supplied against these orders in the year ending 31st March, 1944, however, amounted to 
57,174 tons of rails and 2,155 tons fishplates only. 


57. Value of Railway materials purchased. — ^The value of stores purchased by Class I Rail- 
ways (excluding the Bikaner, Jodhpur, Mysore and H. E. H. the Nizam’s State Railways which are 
mainly or wholly the property of Indian States) increased from Rs. 1 8 • 48 crores in 1942-43 to Rs. 26 .71 
orores in 1943-44. The value of ‘ indigenous materials ’ purchased increased by Rs. 750 lakhs and 
that of ‘ imported materials ’ by Rs. 73 lakhs. Considerable increases were registered under hardware, 
fuel and fuel oil (Rs. 297 lakhs), miscellaneous stores grouped in the statement below as “ all other stores” 
(Rs. 270 lakhs), rolling stock (Rs. 174 lakhs) and permanent way material and track tools (Rs. 67 lakhs). 
A summary of the value of the stores purchased is given below. The detailed figures are given in Ap- 
pendix A, pages 240-243 of Vol. II of this report. 


Rartioiilars. 

Valno of imported materials 
(in lakhs). 

Value of 

Total purchases 
(in iakha). 

Porohased i 
direct. 

Purchased 
through 
agents in 
India. 

Total 
imported 
materials, j 

1 

indigenous 
materials 
(in lakhs). 

1943-44. 

1942-43. 


Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Bs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

A. — ^Bridge work and its parts, fittings and special fasten- 
ings ... 


! 

i 

, , 

1 

1 

4 

B. — Engineering plant and components including all hand 
and power machinery 


9 

9 

3 

12 

11 

C. — ^Workshop machinery, plant and equipment includ- 
ing pneumatic macliineiy and tools 

2 

17 

10 

6 

25 

26 

D. — Permanent-way material and track tools 

22 

2 

24 

2,76 

8,00 

2,33 

E. — ^Rolling Stock 

23 

1,08 

1,31 

2,32 

3,63 

1,89 

F.— Building material, water mains, sewage system and 
track and yard enclosing material and signal and , 
interlocking material, etc. . , , , . ^ 

■ 

24 

24 

66 

80 

1 

68 

G. — Stores hardware, copper, tin and zineware, all leather, 
canvas and India-mbher in bulk, metals, painters’ 
stores, tim()cr and fuel and fuel oil, etc. . 

6 

1,38 

1,44 

9,13 

10,67 

7,60 

H. — ^Electrical and train and locomotive fighting plants 
and materials, etc., and telegraph and telephone 
equipment ........ 

2 

47 

49 

38 

87 

1 

81 

All other stores 

4 

1,44 

1,48 

6,98 

7,48 

4,76- 

ToUl . 

69 

4,89 

6,48 

21,23 

26,71 

18,48 
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571. Purchase of wooden sleepers. — 'fhe total amount spent on wooden sleepers on Class I 
Eailways (excluding Bikaner, Jodhpui', Mysore and H.E.H. the Nizam’s State Railways) wasEs. 1 *01 
crores in 1 943-44 as compared with Rs. 99 lakhs in 1942-43. 

58, In-take of Indigenous goods.— The comparative figm-es for the years 1942-43 and 1943-44 
are given below. These include purchases made through the Supply Department and the Textile 
Commissioner, and purchases of foodgrains for Railway grainshops through Provincial Governments . 



] 

1 1 

1 ; 

1 

Total value of purcliagcs {in lakhs). 





1 

i 

1 

j 

Percentage 






Stores of 


of Column 

Railway S. 


Year. 

Stores j 

Imported 

Indian 


5 to Column 




imported 

Stores 

manufacture 

Total. 

6. 




direct. 

purohased ' 

or indigen- 







in India. 

OU5 origin. 



1 


2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

- 


1 

1 j 

Rs. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

1 

Rs. 

1 

i 



ri942.43 . j 

10 -BC 

3,18-77 

9,78-80 

13,08-13 

74-8 

Btato-tnanaged * . . 

. * . . 

A 





11943-44 

42-01 

3,70-41 

15,74-78 

19,87-15 

79-3 



ri942-43 

21-06 

1,26-11 

3,94-03 

5,40-20 

72-9 

OoWpany-managedt . 

a % 

*1 





11943-44 

16-84 

1,18-89 

5,48-03 

6,83-76 

1 

; 80-1 

1 

* 


fl942-43 

31-62 

4,43-88 

1.3,72-83 

I 

18,48-33 

74-3 


Total . 

A 





1.1948-44 

58-85 

4,89-80 

21,22-76 

26,70-91 

79-6 


* Doea not include figures for 0. & T. Boilivay for 1943-43, but includes for 1943-44. 

. t Includes figures for 0. & T. Railwny for 1942-43, but not for 1943-44, for -vvliicli year only B.N., JI. & S. M. and .S.I. Railways are 
taken as Company-managed. 

59. Value of stores Purchased through the Supply Department for State and Company 
managed Railways (Class I) J.— The comparative figures for 1942-43 and 1943-44 are : — 


Ra Iways. | 

1 

1 

Year. 

Total value of 
Stores purchased. 

(in lakhs). 

3 

Value of Stores pu; 
Supply D 

Amount. 

(m lakhs.) 

4 

rohased through the 
epartment. 

Percentage of Col. 4 
to Col. 3, 

5 



Rs. 

Rs. 



ri942-43 

13.08-13 

6,28-14 

40-4 

State-managed* 

*1 





L1948-44 

19,87-15 

3,71-13 

19-2 


f 1842-43 

5,40-20 

26-73 

4-9 

Company-managedf 






U943-44 

6,83-78 

52-62 

7-8 


fI042-43 

4 

18,48-33 

5,54-87 

30-0 

Total 






L1943-44 

i 28,70-91 

1 

4.23-75 

15-9 


Since the transfer of the Cotton Textiles Directorate of the Supply Department to the Depart- 
ment of Industries and Civil Supplies, on 14th May 1943, Railways have been making purchases through 
the Textile Commissioner. The Value of such purchases during the period 14th May 1943 to 31st March 


1944 is given below : — 

Railways. Value (in lakbs). 

Bs. 

Sbite-managcd . ' . . . . . . . . . 24-81 

Company-managed 6-20 

Total . . 31-01 

* Does not ineludo figures for 0. & T. Railway for 1942-43, but inoludea for 1943-44. 


t Includes figures for 0. & T. Railway for 1942.43, but not for 1943-41, for waioh year only B. N., M. & S. 51. andS.I. Railways are 
tajien as Company-numaged. 

t Ewludos Bikaner, Jodhpur.tt. B. S. the N. 8. and Mysore State Kaiiwaya, 
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60. Value of stores purchases controlled by the Railway Board.— As ini previous years, 
the Railway Board purchased rails, sleepers (steel, cast iron and wood) and wagons for State and Comp- 
any-managed Railways and fuel and fuel oil for State-managed Railways. Compared with 1942-43 
the position is : — 


1 

Bailwoy. j 

' 

Year. 

i 

Total value 
ofStorea 
purchoaed 
(in lakhs). 

1 

Value of Stores purchases oont- 
rolled by the Raila-ay Board. 

Amount 
(in lakhs). { 

Percentage 
of the total 
value of stores 
purchased. 

— - ■ ■■ ^ 1 

1 



Es. 

Ea, 



1 

ri942.43 

13,08-13 

7,32-43 

65-99 

State-managed* ......... 


1 





1 

11943-44 

19,87-16 

8,43-65 

42-48 


fl042-43 

5,40-20 

1,77-03 

32-77 

Company-managed 






L1843-44 

6,83-78 

1,44-69 

21-20 


1 

'■1942-43 

18,48-33 

9,09-48 

49-20 

Total 

ij 

1 





1 

L1943-44 

1 28,70-91 

9,88-24 

85-87 


* Doo3 not inoludo figures for 0. & T. Bailffay for 1942-43, but includoa for 1943*44, 


61. Value of lease-lend purchases controlled by the Railway Board. — The total debit 
raised by the Deputy Chief Accounts Officer, American Purchases, New Delhi, against Railways in the 
year 1943-44 for the Lease Lend Stores controlled by the Railway Board amounted to Rs. 20,199. 
Goods to a much greater value than tliis figure, principally on account of locomotives, were, however, 
received in the year 1943-44'. The debits for the materials which were not raised in 1 943-44 vdll appear 
in the accounts for 1944-45. 

62. Direct Purchases by Railways. — The value of direct purchases made by Railways dining 
1 943-44 amounted to Rs. 1 ,228 lakhs, compared with Rs. 384 lakhs in 1 942-43. The increase is mainly 
due to the purchases of foodgraina for Railway grainshops, and partly to the general rise in prices of' 
all commodities. 

63. Stores Balances. — The statement below compares the total stores balances at the end of 
1943 -44 with those at tlie end of 1942-43. 


(In lakhs ofrupees). 




! 





N. W. 

1 




Year. 

B. &A. 

B. N. 

i B.B. & 
C.I. 

E. I. 

G.I.P. 

M.&S. 

M. 

Com* 

mcrcial. 

Stxato* 

gic. 

^ 0. & T. 

S. I. 

Other 

Eys. 

Total. 

1942-43 . 

1,74 

1 

1,91 ' 

1,33 

2,38 

2,02 

81 

3,05 

so 

58 

09 

11 

•15,28 

1943-44 . 

3,06 

2,60 

2,08 

8,16 

8,20 

86 

8,72 

89 

67 

1,86 

27 

21,81 


64;. Efforts to obtain fuel economy. — The following measures were adopted with a view to secure 
economy in fuel consumption on Railways. 

(i) Fuel Economy Organisations were active on all Railways and special fuel economy 
Officers were appointed, where they did not exist before. 


(n) A fuel economy meeting was convened by the Railway Board to enable the officers of 
the various railways to meet, for the purpose of discussing means of intensifying the existing mea- 
sures of fuel economy and for the exchange of ideas in the matter of the introduction of new methods. 

(m) Posters in English and suitable Indian, languages have been drawn up for exhibition in work- 
shops, running sheds and other prominent places to serve as a constant reminder to all Railway 
staff concerned on the vital necessity for economy in coal consumption. Handbooks containing 
Notes on Puel Economy and Hints to Drivers and Firemen ” have been prepared and circulat- 
ed to the staff concerned. 

. Drivers and 'firenmn are being trained in correct methods .of locomotive operation and 
firing, h iml and rower officers and inspectors by constant supervision, ensure that the stringent 
measur^ for fuel economy are enforced and that instructions are understood* and carried out by 
the staff concerned. . , *' 


■ (v) Records' are maintained 
cases of high consumption being 


of coal consumed by individual drivers and/or locomotives : ‘ 
specially investigated. 
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(vi) Special attention to all question in respect of the maintenance and designs of locomotives 
tts affecting economy in coal consumption are kept continually under investigation. 

(vii) Special attention is being given to maintain steam, water and air mains in good order. 
{viii) The use in stationary boilers etc. of alternative fuels, such as smoke box char, cinders, 

sawdust, wood etc., was encouraged. 

(ix) Increased provision of water softening plants, use of continuous blow downs for loco- 
motive boilers and special attention paid to the standard of repairs have helped to reduce coal 
consumption to a minimum. 

{x) Necessary checks at every stage viz., - 

(а) the verification of the quantities received by Railways with the quantities invoiced to 
them from collieries ; 

(б) a check upon the quantities received, the issues recorded and the balance remaining ; 

and 

(c) the frequent verification of coal stocks 

were introduced to detect wastage, pilferage or thefts and necessary remedial measures were taken. 
As a result of these measures and the active interest evinced by the Railways in this matter, it 
was found possible to obtain substantial fuel economies. 

65. Rationalisation Committess. — 'In order to reduce to a minimum the demands for the supply 
of duplicate locomotive parts ma le on the manufacturing capacity in the United Kingdom and on 
the iniiganou? capacity under the Supply Department, it was decided early in 1943 to rationalize the 
capacity available in the various workshops of the different railways throughout India. 

Six groups arranged on a geographical basis were formed and meetings aie held periodically 
to co-ordinate demands and arrange material supplies against forward planning. Information re- 
garding spare capacity available in workshops is exchanged among the various groups and arrange- 
ments for its utilisation made where considered necessary. 

cm TEAL STANDARDS OFFICE FOR RAILWAYS. 

66. Civil En^neering Branch. — ^During the year under review, the more important designs 
issued by the Civil Engineering Branch included : — 

(а) for military requircments.—WMtoxy Metre Gauge Railway Bridging handbook, unit con- 
struction GO ft. spans, additional Callender-Hamilton Railway bridge material, light steel trestles 
and erection parts, Broad Gauge turnouts and parts converted from standard gauge material, 
movable gantries for erection of American built metre gauge wagons and statements and diagrams 
for the transport of armoured fighting vehicles by rail ; 

(б) for the Bengal & Assam Railway. — 150 ft. through type open web girder spans, 100 and 80 
ft. half-through type and 100 ft. deck type plate girder spans for Metre Gauge M. L. standard 
and 100 ft. half-through type plate girder spans for Broad Gauge M. L. standard ; 

(c) Indian Railway Standards and advance desigm : — 150 ft. through type open web girder 
spans for Broad Gauge M. L. standard-preliminary drawings, facing point lock and other 
signalling and inter-locking fittings. 

66.1. Civil Engineering Publications. — A number of correction slips to the Steel Bridge and 
Steel Structures Codes were issued during the year under review. The Welding Code was put into 
final form by the Bridge Standards Committee at their 24th meeting. 

67. Mschanical Engineering Branch. — During the year under review the more important 
drawing and design work undertaken included : — 

(o) (i) Construction & part drawings for BWL type broad gauge bogie well wagon of 50 tons 
capacity, redesigned to utilise rationalised steel sections and to eliminate the use of steel castings 
as far as possible. 

(ii) Redesign of the barrel of the XTi class boiler to facilitate building of these boilers at the 
Ajmer shops of the Bombay, Baroda and Central India' Railway utilising sizes of boiler plate 
manufactured in India. 

(Hi) Design of connecting rod of rectangular section for BESA 0-6-0 type locomotives. 

(iv) Investigation into interchangeability of the boilers of the engines of the BESA 2-8-0 & 0-6-0 
types on various railways to enable a bulk order for boilers to suit all railways to be placed. 
(6) 0 ver 100 new war drawings were prepared relating to ambulance trains, air conditioned 
ward cars, generator cars, blood transfusion cars, conversion of horseboxes to casualty cars, and of 
box cars to sheep vans. 

The normal work of the machanical drawing office in keeping standard drawings of rolling 
stock up-to-date continued as far as the prior demands of war work permitted. 

68. Spaciiications Branch. — ^Duo to the war, the normal work of the Specifications Branch ayas 
restricted to issuing three new Indian Railway Standard specifications and revising six others. During 
the period under review six new Indian Stores Department specifications were adopted for use on 
Iniian Railways, while five Indian Stores Department and six British Standard specifications already 
adopted by the Board were modified by the respective authorities and approved by the Board, 
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TVar Emergency relaxations and/or revisions to 23 Indian Railway Standard specifications as also 
a War Emergency Revision of the Indian Railway Standard Catalogue for Grinding Wheels and Seg- 
ments were issued during the year. _ _ , -r. rt n 

Particular specifications for the wagons included in the War Department s Reserve Call were pre- 
pared and issued. 

69. War Branch.— 

69.1. Rolling stock and Ambulance Trains.— The Central Standards Office continued to be res- 
, ponsible for arrangements for the supply from Indian Railways of the War Department requirements 

of locomotives and rolling stock for service in India and Overseas. _ The requiremets of the War 
Department of broad gauge and metre gauge ambulance trains, kitchen cars, ambulance coaches, 
etc., for use in India continued to increase and were met by conversions of the existing stock. 

Following the receipt of air conditioning equipment from the U.K. and U.S.A., the work of air 
conditioning two ward cars of each ambulance train was commenced under the general direction of 
the Central Standards Office. 

Due to the improved war situation in the Middle East and the greater need of locomotives and 
rolling stock for use in India, arrangements for the return of locomotives and rolling stock from over- 
seas were also initiated. 

69.2. Movement of over-dimensional Consignments. — ^At the request of the military authori- 
ties movement of various types of armoured fighting vehicles and tank transporters, which infringe maxi- 
mum moving dimensions when loaded on railway wagons, was investigated. Four printed state- 
ments, shewing restriction on the movement of these vehicles over main broad and metre gauge routes 
throughout India, were issued, together with a map on which the positions of all restrictions are shewn. 

Many types of Army and Air Force mechanical transport vehicles also infringe maximum moving 
dimensions when loaded on railway wagons. To enable the movement of these, as Well as of other 
types of over-dimensional consignments, to be readily investigated, railways were asked to supply 
minimum fixed structure diagrams for all important broad and metre gauge routes for embodiment 
in a single comprehensive statement. 

70. Standardization Committees. — The Bridge and Signalling and Interlocking Standards 
Committees met once during the year. On account of members being pre-occupied with war work 
of overriding importance no meetings of the following standardization committees could be held 
dui’ing the year : — 

{i) Track Standards Committee, 

(ii) Locomotive Standards Committee, 

{in) Carriage and Wagon Standards Committee, 

(iv) Standing Committee on Standards and Specifications for Indian Railways and 
(«) Electrical Standards Committee. 

71. Research and Development. 

71.1. Civil Engineering Branch. — Trials of various track fittings and tools were continued. 
Tests of open goods wagon, OH type, were carried out at Moghalpura in order to compare the stresses 
under vertical loads, drawbar pull and buffing forces with those measured in the previous series of 
tests on a covered wagon. 

71.2. Specifications Branch. 

{i) Paint d: Steel Corrosion Tests. — The paint and steel corrosion test panels were examined 
. and the tests continued. 

(ii) Reclamation. — The Central Standards Office undertook the responsibility of acting as a 
clearing house for information regarding reclamation of materials in railway workshops and the 
work of collecting the required data was taken up. 

71.3. Mechanical Research Branch .-rThe activities of the Mechanical Research Branch were 
restricted due to war conditions but it was possible for the Dynamometer Car staff to complete the 
field work of trials carried out on BBSA 2-8-0 locomotives on the East Indian Railway forming part 
of an investigation into the influence of boiler jiroportions on their efficiency. Field work on the 
North Western Railway was also carried out as part of an investigation into suitable proportions for 
blast pipe and chimney of BESA 0-6-0 type engines. Analysis of results of trials was continued 
during the rest of the year. 

In the metallurgical field the Mechanical Research Branch continued to co-ordinate the researches 
undertaken in Railway Laboratories on 

the manufacture of High Duty Cast Iron 
conservation of Non-ferrous Metals and 
dephosphorisation of Steel Castings. 

At the request of the Director of Metals, Department of Supply, an investigation was carried out 
into possible substitutions of ferrous castings for non-ferrous fittings of locomotive, carriage and 
wagon stock and signalling and interlocking gear. A comprehensive list of substitutions was for 
warded to railways for information. 

Affiliation with the British Cast Iron Research Association was effected on behalf 
of the Railways of India. 

The Central Standards Office Research Organisation continued to be represented at 
the Metallurgists & Chemists Sub-Committee of the Mechanical Section of the Indian Railway 
CJonforenoe Association. 
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CHAPTER VII 

STAFF 

72. Number of Staff. — The total number of employees (permanent and temporary) on all Indian 
Railways and in the office of the Railway Board and other offices subordinate thereto (excluding staff 
employed on construction) at the end of the year 1943-44 was 889,056 as compared with 827,244 at the 
end of 1942-43. The total route mileage at the end of the year was 40,512. The following table shou s 
the number of employees by communities on the 31st March 1943 and 1944. A similar statement shcw- 
pig details by railways is given as Appendix C-I, pages, 246-247, of Volume II of this report. 




Ikoiaks. 


1 

1 

j Hindus. ' 

! 

Angh' 
j Indiana 
:and Domi- 
ciled Euro- 
peans. 

i 







Date, 

1 

Europeans. 

Hindus 1 

other than 
Depressed 
olaasea. 

De- 1 

pressed 
classes. 

i 

Muslims. 

Sikhs. 

j 

Indian 

ChristUcB. 

1 

rarsis. i 

1 

Other j 
comma. | 
nities. 

Total. 

! 

Gbakij 

Totai., 

Jlorch 1043* 

1,823 

484,645 

123,260 

100,018 

12,270 

0,443 

i 20,872 

1,670 

2,426 

826,421 

827,244 

Stst March 1644 . ! 

1 

1.761 

468.168 

131,532 

206.160 

12.262 

6,367 

22,212 

' 1,576 1 

! 1 

1 2,625 

i 887,295 

i ' 

886,056 


KotB. — These figures exclude stAff on loan from ibo Indian Audit and Accounts Serrice. 

* Rerised figures due to changes made by tlie wilway odministratiooB in tho figures pubhahed Uityexr. 


73. Cost of Staff.— -The following statement shows the number and cost of all staff, gazetted and 
non-gazetted, permanejit and temporary, open line and construction, employed on Class I Railways 
during the years 1942-43 and 1943-44. Contractors’ labour is not included . 


KbUho}' System. 

1 

Year. 

2 

Numbeb of BTArr oh SIbt March. 

t COST OF STAFF DURING THK YFJLR 
RNDINO 3)ST MARCH. 

OfTt I CTr, 

1 CON^tTBOCTIOM. 

Gazetted 

Gazet- 

ted 

Officers. 

3 

Non* 
gazet- 
te cm* 
ployocs, 

4 

Totii,, 

6 

Gazet- 

ted 

Officers. 

6 

Nor. 
gazet- 
ted em- 
p!oj oea. 

7 

Totai. 

8 

Officers 
on loan 
from the 
Indian 
Audit 
and 

Accounts 

Somce. 

6 

Gazetted 

Officer*. 

10 

Non-E»»eltei! 

eraployeft*. 

11 

Tot.i . 

12 

Total inolud- 
ing stafi' on 
loan from the 
Indian Audit 
and Accounts 
Beirice. 

IS 










R». 

Hs. 

R«. 

Ri. 


1043 

173 

02,610 

92,783 

.. 



3 

28,96,186 

4,63,58,079 

4,82,63,265 

4,82,89,955 

Bengal & Aesam . • -s 













1 

1044 

208 

116,189 

116,397 

•• 



1 

35,40,836 

5,86.22,988 

5,74,63,808 

6,74.93,618 


1043 

17 

4,600 

4.617 





1,03,000 

14,12,684 

10,06,744 

16.05,744 

Bikaner State . 













1 

1944 

10 

4.564 

4.688 



•• 


1,88,017 

14,01,880 

16,84,397 

16,84,897 

f 

1043 

103 

81,314 

81,607 





30,43,794 

4,08,28,936 

4,98,72,730 

4,98.73.730 

Bengal Hagpur . . < 













1 

1644 

200 

86,415 

86,616 





27,75,080 

6,28,78,774 

5,66,58,864 

5,56,68,864 

BomKay, Baroda C 

1943 

163 

70,237 

70,400 


1 

1 


25,25,126 

4,01,05,432 

4.86,30,657 

4.85,30,657 

and ilOTtral India. •< 













1 

1644 

181 

76,760 

76,950 


4 

4 


26,50,516 

4,60,14,482 

5,25,64,668 

6,26,64,998 

r 

1943 

238 

•140,211 

•140,449 


•695 

•695 

3 

47.36,601 

7,46,97,114 

7,04,33,616 

7,96,47,666 

East Indian . 













1 

1644 

240 

149,922 

160,182 

8 

6,847 

6,655 

5 

48,83,745 

8,86,45,189 

8,84,76,684 

8»85>78,416 

Great Indian f 

1943 

210 

117,622 

117.832 





38,98,020 

7,28,07,924 

7,67,06.944 

7.67.06,944 

Peninsula. < 













1 

1044 

212 

124,114 

124,826 

•* 



.. 

88,46,647 

6,74,42,025 

7,13,01.672 

7,12,91,672 

f 

1043 

.30 

8,566 

8,585 

.. 


.. 

1 

3,61,335 

36,06,173 

39,66,608 

39,87,282 


1044 

32 

8,258 

8,288 


•• 


8 

4,20,644 

87,62,846 

42,13,260 

42,38,439 

Madras and South- C 

1043 

138 

63,057 

53,190 





22.02,547 

3,05,76,074 

3,28,67,621 

3,28,67,821 

om Mahratta. < 













1 

1644 

142 

57,680 

57,672 


•* 


" 

28,80,678 

8,42,14,837 

8,65,65,810 

3,65,95,810 

r 

1943 

•36 

*7,600 

7,536 





•2,13,271 

•27,64.615 

•20,77,786 

*20,77,786 

Mysore SUtc . . *< 













1 

1644 

41 

7,963 

8,004 


•• 



2.31,860 

32,08,453 

35,30,313 

36,30,318 

r 

1943 

68 

16,008 

10,076 

1 

15 

10 


9,00,708 

75,48,40- 

84,47,115 

84,47,116 

Nizam’s State . 













1 

1044 

72 

18,044 

16,116 

- 1 

10 

11 


6,19,120 

84,66,884 

93,76,018 

63,76,018 

•i 




















28 


BEPOBT by THK railway board on INDIAN RAILWAYS FOR 1943-44. [ChaP. VII 





NOMBET. or STATE OS 31 st IIaruk. 



t COST OF STAFF DURING THJ; 



OrEK unr. 

Cossthociios. 

Gazetted 
Officers 
on loan 
from the 
Indian 
Audit 
and 

AecountA 

Somcr, 

! 0 

1 1 





Hailwoj- Sy«kiin. 

1 

Year. 

(1 

QatcU 

tod 

Oificort. 

'3 

1 

Non. 
gazet* 
tod Ota* 
ployeea. 

Totaiu 

5 

Qazot* 

ted 

Officers. 

n 

Non* 
gazet* 
ted em- 
ployees. 

i ’ 

Totai* 

8 

Gazetted 

Officers. 

/ 1 

Non*gBretted 

employoOT. 

11 

Totai. 

12 

Total inctud* 
ing sUfI on 
loan from the 
Indian Audit 
and Aooountt 
BrrTico. 

13 

r 

1943 

248 

•117,647 

•117,795 


3 

1 

.3 

■ 

Ils. 

•30,07,100 

ItA 

•0,00,02,317 

I!«. 

•7,39,60,510 

Ri. 

•7,40.42,170 

North Western ■< 

1944 

248 

120,684 

120,932 


2 

2 

■ 

40,84,012 

7,56.00,405 

7.95,64,607 

7.98,43,250 

f 

1043 

8G 

35,703 

35,780 



.. 


14,30,471 

1.17.47,80.3 

1,31,87,331 

1,31,87,334 

Oodh find 'Iirhnt 

1944 

96 

38,204 

38.300 



1 

•• 

11,37,800 

1,26,01,826 

1,87,39,128 

1,37,39.126 

r 

1043 

117 

42,290 

42,413 


. . 

1 


10,61,500 

2,21,17,002 

2.37.82.102 

2,37,82,102 

South Indian . .*< 

1944 

180 

42,788 

42,018 


•• 

•• 

•• 

17,86,669 

2,50,85,969 

2,68.22.638 

2.68,22.638 

Enilwny Cleajnng [" 

1013 

4 

1,045 

1,840 


.. 


2 

82,005 

17,40,169 

18,28,704 

18,02.077 


1944 

4 

2,002 

2,006 


•• 

•• 

2 

52,242 

20,10,410 

20,71.653 

21,12,701 

r 

1043 

•1,721 

•780 205 

•700,020 

1 

•714 

•715 

11 

•2,82,43,822 

•43,72,75,339 


•40,57,90,052 

Totai . . .< 

1944 1 

1,825 

850,444 

852,269 

g 

1 0,CC3 

6,072 

13 

2,87,73,469 

47,41,76,088 

50,29.48,507 

60,82,25,319 


* RcprownU revised figurca for 104243 due to changes made hy the railway admimstmtlont in the figures publidied last year, 
t The figures of cost ropre‘iont pay, allowances, passages, provident fund contribution and gratuity. 


A comparison of the figures for 1943-44witlitlio3efor the previous year shows that the total num- 
ber of staff employed on the open lines of State and Company-managed Railways increased by 61,343 
during the year, the number of construction staff increased by 6,967 and the number of staff on 
loan from the Indian Audit and Accounts Service increased by 2. 

The total cost of staff including that of staff on loan from the Indian Audit and Accounts Service 
increased by Rs. 3,74,29,267 during the year. Increases were recorded both in the numbers and costof 
staff on State-owned Railways. The general increase in numbers was due to emplo}Tnent of additional 
staff to cope with the increased traffic and the rise in cost was due to the grant of enhanced ■^ate of dear- 
ness allowance and the payment of military compensatory and ration allowances to staff enrolled in 
Defence of India Military Units in certain areas. 

74. Indiansation. 

74.1 State-managed Railways. — (i) Direct Recruitment. — Supeiior Services. — 67 appointments 
were made to the Superior Railway Serivees by direct icciuitmcnt. Details are given belcw ;• — 


(i) Direct recruitment. 



vacancies filled by 


4 

Indians. 

Department. 

j Europeans. 

1 

Hindus. 


Anglo- 

Indians 



j 



Other 

than 

Depressed 

classes. 

Depressed 

olassos. 

Muslims. 

and 

Domicil- 

ed 

Euro- 

peans. 

Sikhs. 

Indian 

Christians. 

Para is. 

Total. 

Enginfloring 

•• 

19 


1 

1 

1 

j 

1 o 

1 

1 

. . ' 

i 27 

Accounts . 


2 

•• 

j 

i ■■ 





O 

Transportation (Traffic) 
and Commercial. 


8 

•• 

7 

1 

1 

1 


18 

Transportation (Power) and 
Mechanical Engineering. 


5 

1 

1 

•• 




. 6 

Other Departments . 

•• 

•4 

-• 


•• 




4 

Total ' . 

•• 

38 

•• 

13 

2 

1 

3 

•• 

57 
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The non-recruitment of Europeans was due to the suspension of recniitment in the United King- 
dom for the duration of the war. 

The shortage of Muslim recruitment was due to — 

{{) there being only one Muslim candidate amongst the six special class apprentices who were 
originally recruited in 1937 and were appointed to the Mechanical Engineering and Transportation 
(Power) Department in 1943 after-cbmpletion of s’x years traim’ng. 

(ii) The requisite number of qualified Muslim candidates not being forthcoming for appointment 
in the Engineering Department. , 

,The deficiencies in recruitment of Scheduled Castes were due to the fact that no qualified candi- 
dates were available for appointment to the Superior Railway Services. 

(ii) Promotions. 

• { 

:(<z) Superior Services. — Fourteen officers were promoted from the Lower Gazetted Service to the 
Superior Services during the year ; of these two were Europeans, six Hindus and six Anglo-Indian or 
Domiciled Europeans. 

(6) Lower Gazetted, Service. — ^Nineteen promotions were made to the Lower Gazetted Service in 
the various Departments. Of these^our were Europeans and fifteen Indians. Of the latter eight were 
Hindus, one Muslim and six Anglo-Indians and Domiciled Europeans. 

, 74.2 Company-managed Railways.— (f) Direct Recruitmenh—Superier Sarias — lle lab'c 
below gives a summary of direct recruitment made to the Superior Services cn Ccropany-irr naged Rail- 
ways (excluding Bikaner, Jodhpur, Mysore State and His Exalted Highness the Nizem’e Stale Railv a j s) 
during the year under review. 

(i) Direct recruitment. 


Department. 

1 

1 

Eoropeans. 

Indians. 

Hindu 

Other 

than 

Depressed 

classes 

B. 

1 

Depressed 

classes 

Muslims. 

Anglo- 

Indians 

and 

Domiciled 

Europeans.) 

... .j 

Sikhs. 

Indian 

Christians. 

1 

Parsia. 

i 

Total. 

I 

1 

Adminffltratfon . . 



* , 

.. 





! 

1 

AcconnU . . . . i 

1 

.. 

1 

. 1 

1 

.. 



. a 

a. 


1 , , 

Engineering . . . j 

•• 

3 

I 

1 

.. 

1 . » 

1 

•• 


5 

Transportation fTraffio) | 

I 

1 

/ 

2 


1 

1 * . 

.. 


ti 

and Cammercisl. 










Mechanical . . . ! 

•< 

1 

\ 



! 


•• 


1 

Stores . . . . j 

- 

■B 

- 

1 

i 

.. 



1 

Other Departments . , 

•• 


1 


! 

•• 

-• 


1 

Total . 

1 

7 

1 

3 

•• 

- 



11 


Enropnans . . . 8*3% Indians B1’V% 

(ii) Promotions. 

Fifteen officers were promoted from lower ranks to the Superior Services during the year. These 
comprised seven Anglo-Indians or Domiciled Europeans, seven Hindus and one European. 

A detailed statement by individual railways will be found in Appendix C-V (a), pages 268 to 269, 
of Volume II of this report. 

State and Company-managed Railways. 

The over-all direct Indian recruitment to Superior Railway Services on the State and Compan}’^- 
managed Railways, taken together, gives percentages as follows : — 

Percent. 


, Hindus f other than Depressed Classes — 

\ Depressed classes 

Muslims 

Anglo Indians and Domic’led Europeans 

Sikhs 

Ind’an Christians 

75. Review of the progress made since 1934. — The statements VXi AVAiVf H AJLl^ WJJl 
throw further light on the progress made in Indianisation and in the recruitment of the various com- 
munities both on State-managed and Company-managed Railways since 1934, as reflected in the rela- 
tive strength of Europeans and Indians belonging to the various communities. Part I relates to supe- 
rior staff and Part II, to subordinate .staff on scales of pay rising to Rs. 250 and over if they are on the 
old scales of pay, and of subordinates on sqales of pay rising to Bs. 200 per mensem and over if thfcy are 
on the new scales of pay. 


66 2 
1-6 
23 6 
2 9 
1-6 
4-4 

m the following pages toII 
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KEPOnT BY THE BAIIAVAY BOABD ON INOIAN IIAUAVAYS EOB 1 943-44 . 


[CiTAB. VII 


It will be observed that the Indian element in ilic superior services has risen from 30*77 per cent, 
on State-managed and 36*23 per cent, on Company-managed Jlailways in 1034 to 64*48 per cent, on 
State-managed and 64*08 per cent, on Company-managed Railways in J 944. Among Indians the per- 
centages by communities in the years 1934 and 1944 were as shown below : — 



State- mnnngctl railways. 

Company-managed 

railways. 

Comraunitiofl. 

I’crccntagcs. 

Perccntnge.s. 


lOSl.f. 

1944. 

1934.t 

1944. 

r Other thnn depressed cIomcs 

Hindus \ 

23-2} 

35-60 

24-7.3 

38-91 

Depressed clnssca 

•• 

■■ 


0-21 

Muslims ........ 

5-72 

10-41 

1*74 

8-40 

Anglo-Indians and Domiciled Europeans 

C-57 

10-95 

C-29 

10-60 

Sikhs 

1-31 

2*60 

0-87 

1*48 

Indian Christians ....... 

1-G2 

2-35 

1*03 

2-10 

Pnrsis ........ 


2-43 


1*48 

Other Communities 

1*31 

0-£4 

1*52 

* • 


• Pivrats were iacludod la ** other commuolties '* In 1034. 


t Revised duo to the tranifer of nurugoaent of 0. 4k. T, fu 


B. & K* W, and H. & K. Railvrn^i to the StAlc. 


Turning to the subordinate stafT on scales of pay rising to Rs. 250 per mensem and over in the old 
scales of pay and to Rs. 200 per monsom and over in the new scales of pay, the corresponding figures 
are as under : — 


Oommunitics. 

Statc-manngetl rnilwnj*a. 

Company-managed 

railways. 

Pcrccntagc.s, 

Percentages. 

1934 .t 

1944. 

1934.t 

" 1944. 

Europeans 

20-45 

9-18 

19*89 

6*61 

Indians — 





r Other than depressed classes 

25-89 

39-66 

23*62 ■ 

35-36 

Hindus 4 





Depressed classes ..... 

•• 

0-23 


0-07 

Muslims ........ 

5-55 

9-38 

1*73 

2-87 

Anglo-Indians and Domiciled Europeans 

39-23 

32-40 

50*97 

50-36 

Sikhs ■ 

2-23 

2-23 

MO 

1-76 

Indian Christians 

2-85 

2-87 

1*79 

3-10 

Parsis > 

« 

2*72 

m 

0-69 

Other Commumties 

3-80 

1-43 

0-90 

0-19 

Total Indians 

79-55 

■B 

80*11 

94-S8 


• pRiaia wore Included in “ Other communilioi ” in 1934. 
t Kovisod duo to tho tranefor of management of 0. * T. vii, 


B. * N. W. and R. & K. Bailwnyg to tho State. 

76. Representation of minority communities in subordinate raiiway services.— Tho figures 
given in Appendix C. V(6), pa^es 270-271, of Volume II of this report show by communities, the 
number and, perceutago of subordinate staff (excluding inferior servants and labourers), recruited 
to both permanent and temporary posts on Stat^ and Company-managed Railwavs during tho voar 
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1943-44. The follomng figures show the over-all percentages on State and Companj-managed Rail- 
ways during the nine years ending with 1943-44. 



2935-36. 

1 1 

1037-38. ! 

1938.33. 1 

1 

1939-40. 

1940-42, 

1941-42. j 

1942^43. 1 



1 

j 1930 37, 






1 



{i) Combined percentage figures of permanent & temporanj rearuitment. 


Enropearu 

Hindus .... 

HosUms . 

AngIa>lDdiaDa and Domioilcd 
Europeans, 

giirbR .... 
Indian Christiana 
Pa^ .... 
Other communities . . 





0-2 

57-6 

29-2 

7-5 


"1 
«0 ^-4 


2-1 

3 

0 3 J 
0-2 





(n) Percentage figures of permanent recruitment. 


{Hi) Percentage figures of temporary recruitment. 








0-2 






SuTopo&as . . « . 


0-5 

0 4 ! 

0-3 


0-1 

O-l 

0-1 

0-0 

Hindus ..... 


fi6-G 

56-0 

54-4 

68-0 

68-7 

06-0 

68-6 

60-6 

MiulUns 


26-4 

26-5 

27*1 

24-8 

23-3 

21*5 

19.3 

SS-7 

Acglo-IodiAns and Domiciled | 


10'7 

10-9 

10-3 

9'5 

0*6 

6*7 

6-3 

fl-8 

Earopeatu. 






1 




fiifcliii ' . 


1.2^ 

l-S 1 

I 

'2-2 1 

1-8 I 


1-3 1 

1-2 'j 

1.3 1 

1 

11 ■ 

Indian Christians . . . 

.. ] 

4-6 |-0-2 

3-0 U-O 

4-2 U-S 

4-6 j 

-7-1 

6-0 It-O 

6-2 U-4 

4-2 

la-s 

4-4 - 

Earsb 

* 

0-5 J 

0-C J 

0-9 J 

0-8 J 


1.0 J 

1.0 J 

0-8 J 

1 

0-7 , 

Other communities . • 


0*6 

0 2 

0-G 

0 4 

0-4 

0-3 

0-4 

0-7 


«-a 


Europeans .... 


.. 

0-1 

.. 

0.2 

o.l 

0.1 

01 

00 

Hindus < . . . . 


63-0 ! 

64<4 

60*9 

67.0 

65-8 

60-8 

65-4 

67*9 

KuiUma . « • . . 

■■ 

34-8 

31.8 

31.4 

31.9 

31.9 

30.0 

20.0 

24*8 

Anglo-Indians and Dosoiciled 
Europeans. 

.. 

7-4 

8.3 

1 

C'l 

6.3 

6.4 

3.2 

3.0 

2.4 

Stldu .. . ’ . 


2-8 ■) 

2.6 1 

2.2 1 

2.4 -j 

2.7 -1 

2.6 1 

2.2 1 


1.6 ■ 

Indian Christians . • 


2-1 Uo 

2.4 Us 

3.0 I5.6 

2.0 ii-B 

3.6 U.6 

2.8 U.7 

2.8 

■3.3 

S-8 

F.nb 


0.1 J 

0.4 J 

0.3 J 

0.1 J 

0.4 J 

O'S J 

0.3 J 


0-8 , 

Other communities . • , 



0-1 

fl.I 

0-1 

0-2 

0.2 

0-2 

0-2 


*•7 


Note, — Separate figures for permanent and temporary recniitment are not available for 19S5-3S, 


From the figures given above, it will be .noticed that while Muslims just failed to obtain their 
required quota in the combined figure for permanent and temporary recruitment, they obtained more 
than the prescribed percentage in permanent posts. The Anglo-Indian and Domiciled European 
community, on the other hand, failed more markedly to obtain their stipulated reservation. In both 
these cases, the shortage in recruitment of these minority communities was due to the poor response 
received to advertised vacancies. 

77. Reservation for Scheduled Castes.— In pursuance of the undertaking given in the Cen- 
tral Legislative Assembly in 1942, the Government of India have reviewed the policy which they have 
followed since 1934 in regard to the representation of Depressed Classes, since described in the Govern- 
ment of India Act, 1935 as “ Scheduled Castes ”, in services under their administrative control. In 
their Home Department Resolution Ho. E. 14/17-B/33, dated the 4th July 1934, the Government of 
India stated that in the then state of general education among tliese classes they did not consider that 
any useful purpose would be served by reserving for them a definite percentage of vacancies. In order, 
however, to secure a fair representation for Scheduled Castes they directed that duly qualified members 
of these classes might be nominated to a public service even though recruitment to that service was 
made by competition. The results obtained from this and other measures have not, however, so far 
been substantial and the Government of India, on reconsideration felt that the reservation of a 
definite percentage of vacancies miglit provide the necessary stimulus to candidates of these castes to 
obtain better qualifications and make themselves eligible for various Govermnent posts and services. 
In August 1943, therefore, the Government of India issued orders reserving in the Superior Services 
8| per cent of all vacancies to be filled by direct recruitment for these castes provided candidates 
possessing the minimum qualifications prescribed were available. These orders also provided that the 
maximum age prescribed for recruitment should be increased by tliree years in favour of scheduled 
caste candidates and examination or selection fees reduced to l/4th of the normal fee. The regula- 
tions for recruitment to the superior state railway services in India have been modified accordingly. 

In the subordinate railway services, 8^ per cent, of all vacancies are also to be reserved for 
Sched,ule'd Castes on all State oAvned Railways. In order to effect this, separate percentages on difierent 
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railways have been fixed talcing into consideration population ratio of Sohedulod Castes in the area 
s^rved"^ by a railway. These percentages are as follows 


B. &'A. Railway . 

B. B. & C. I. Railway 
E. I. Railway 
G. I. P. Railway . 

N. W. Railway 


7 0. & T. Railway .... 

5 B. N. Railway .... 

12 M. & S. M. Railway 

10 S. I. Railway ..... 

3 Railway Board and SiBCoIlaneous Officos 


13 

10 

10 

11 

81 


The aboA^e orders are applicable to both permanent and temporary vacancies on the above Rail- 
ways. Detailed instructions were issued in Feburary, 1944. 

78. North Western Railway Subordinate Service Commission. — The Subordinate Service 
Commission which ivas set up on the North Western Railway in July 1942 continued to function 
satisfactorily during the year under reidew. In spite of the abnormal conditions created by the 
war and severe competition in recruitment with the other departments, the Commission were 
able to hold 89 selections during the year in order to fill 3,702 vacancies in various grades of 
subordinate raihvay services. Of these, 62 selections were made on an examination-cum-interview 
basis, the examinations having been held at Lahore and conducted by the Commission. 11,110 
applications were received in all for the posts advertised and 7,552 candidates ivere summoned for 
selection. 6,064 candidates attended written examinations, 4,537 were interviewed by the Com- 
mission and 3,609 candidates in all were recommended for appointment. 

79. Anti-Corruption Organisation. — The drive against bribery and corruption on Railways was 
continued during the year under report with a considerable measure of success, considering the 
many opportunities which Avar time conditions afford for malpractices both on the part of the public 
and raihvay servants. Special Police aided by railway staff detected a number of cases Avhich were 
investigated and sent up for trial and conAuctions Avere obtained. While the drive is against all 
delinquents, endeavours Avere made to detect more senior officials guilty of malpractices. ' Press 
publicity was given to convictions arising out of the Avork of the Special Police Establishment so as to 
keep the public and the general body of raihva}'^ ."servants informed of the measures taken to eradicate 
corruption. Indmdual railways also gav'e wide publicity to the steps being taken against the giving 
and taking of bribes and rencAved attempts were made to enlist the co-operation of Chambers of Com- 
merce and all raihvay users. In order to expedite the final disposal of cases put. up for trial the 
Government increased the number of Special Tribunals dealing Avith cases of corruption on railways 
and in other Departments. 

80. Organised Labour — All India Railwaymen’s Federation. — special meeting (not men- 
tioned in last year’s report) Avas held bet\A'een the Raihvay Board and tlie All India RaihA'aymen’s 
Federation on the 26th March 1943 at Avhicli the questions of revision of dearness alloAvance and grain 
shop policy Avere discussed. Tavo meetings Avere held during the year under revdeAV, a special meeting 
on the 26th April 1943 and the 22nd half yearly meeting on the 3rd December 1943. The questions 
of revision of dearness alloAvauce and grain shops policy Avere again discussed at the special meeting 
as also at the 22nd half yearly meeting together Avith tlie folloAA'ing subjects, (a) Extension of Pro- 
vident Fund Benefits, (6) Scales of pay for draftsmen on the East Indian Railway, (c) Weekly rest 
days for permanent-way staff, (d) Application of the Hours of Employment Regulations to running 
staff, (e) Conversion of daily rated-stafi to monthly rates, and (/) Reservation of a percentage of 
vacancies for the sons of Raihvay employees. 

81. Grain Shops. — The year 1943-44 saw a prodigious development in the raihvay grain shop 
organization, AAdiich Avas commented on in para. 73 of last year’s report. The necessity for stabilizing 
the cost of essential commodities and pegging dearness allowance prompted the Raihvay Board to fix 
the selling prices of commodities sold at raihA'ay grain shops at a leA’^el approximating to the prices 
ruling in August, 1942. Orders to this effect Avere issued in May, 1943. From thereon efforts were 
made to increase the range of commodities Avith the eventual establishment of 18 main commodity 
groups. These included such miscellaneous articles as standard cloth, soap, fuel and matches. In 
August 1943, folloAVing the decision of the Government.of India to introduce civil rationing in urban 
areas, steps Avere taken to correlate the raihvay grain shop scheme with the civil rationing organiza- 
tions, and detailed instructions in this behalf ivere issued in October, 1943. In December, 1943, it AVdS 
decided to include milk for the young children of raihvay employees, and vegetables Avere also added 
to the commodity target. 

At the close of the year under review, the number of grain shops on railways had risen to nearly 
600 shops (435 static shops and 156 mobile vans) ; the number of ration card holders had risen to 805,000 
AAUth a monthly average of 695,582 for the year. Of commodities that can be expressed in maunds 
the shopsBold 10,255,400 maunds during the year, Avith an average of 854,600 maunds per month 
or 1 • 23 maunds per ration card holder. In value, sales during the year totalled about 10 crores, rising 
from 33 laichs in Aprd 1943 to Ri. 1-8 crores in March, 1944, ghdng an average sale of about Rs. 81 
lakhs per month or Rs. 11 • 73 per ration card holder per month. The cost of all the commodities sold . 
during the year arnoiinted to about Rs. 17*7 crores, Avhile the cash realised by sales to einployees at 
■the concessional prices Avas 9 • 8 crores so that the loss incurred by affording relief in kind to staff was 
approximately 7 • 9 crores. The relief afforded to staff measured in terms of the difference betweeii the" 
railway selling prices and the local market prices during the vear Avas ovei- Rs. 8-8 crores Avitli an 
ayerage relief per ratira card holder per month of Rs. 10 • 53, the lowest fit^ure beinv Rs 6-14 in March, 
1944 an^d, the highest Rs. 14; 1 in August 1943. Great as this amount of relief is measured in casl it 
was enhanced by the supply of essential commodities which were often not available locally at any 
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price, owing to tlie conditions which prevailed in the country dimng the year under re-\uew. In addi- 
tion, the man with a large family who was hardest pressed received most relief ; employees were free 
from anxiety in regard totising prices and the cash habit was inculcated by dealing at the shops. The 
cost of this organization was approximately 36 laldip, and this includes freight charges at public rates 

wliich came back into railway revenues. During tlie close of the year under review, the question of 

opening cost-price grocery shops so as to provide the more varied necessaries of life for higher paid 
railwayman was taken under consideration. 

82 . Dearness Allowance.— In paragraph 74 cl last year's report the scales of dearness allowance 
as they stood at the close of the year 1942-43 were detailed. During the year under review tl eso’rc- 
mained unaltered until March, 1944. when the continued rise in the cost ofl iving necessitated a review 


of the relief being given to the staff in conjunction with the relief in kind being afforded through the 
Bailway Grain Shops. The dearness allowance was therefore re\'i3edfrcm the 1st hlarch, 1944 as 
^elow:— ' 

(A) Bombay, Calcutta, and Cawnporo and such of tlioir The pay limit n as raised from Es. 200 to Es. 250 p.m. 
suburbs as have previously been included therein. 

(B) Areas other than those specified in A above in tmvns of The pay limit was raised from Es. 175 to Es. 200 p.m, 
not less than 260,000 inhabitants according to tho cen- 
sus of lull. 

((3) Areas other than those specified in (A) and (B) above in Tho pay limit uas raised from Bs. 125 to Es. 175 p.m. 
towns of not less than 60,000 inhabitants according to 
tho census of 1011. .. 

(D) Areas not included in (A) to (C) above . . . Tho pay limit was raised from Es. 90 to Bs. ISO p.m. 


Allowance 

Bs. 

A. r. 

. 16 

0 0 p.m. 

14 

0 B p.m. 

11 

0 0 p.m. 

9 

0 0 p.m. 

The rate was raised 

from 

Bs. 8* (in 

1942-43) to Es-.S 

p.m. 



In respect of persons enrolled in the Indian Railway Units (Defence of India) Indian Engineers, 
the dearness allowance was fixed at the scales ruling with effect from 15-7-42, hut the revised pay 
limits sanctioned with effect from 1-3-44 applied. The dearness allowance to Defence of India p'er- 

Pay limit. 


sonnel was therefore as below from 1-3-44. 

( A) 'AtBas as in (A) above 

(B) Areas as in (B) above 

(C) Areas as in (C) above 
( D) Areas as in (D) above 


Tho pay limit was raised from Es. 120 p.m. (in 1912-13) to 
Es. 250 p.m. 

Tho pay limit was raised from Es. 120 p.m. (in 1942-43) to 
Es. 200 p.m. 

The pay limit was raised from Es. 90 p.m. (in 1942-43) to 
Es. 176 p.m. 

Tho pay limit waa raised from Es. 00 p.m. in (1942-43) to 
Es. 160 p.m. 


Allowance. 

Es. a,, p. 

10 8 0 p.m. 

10 8 0 p.m. 

8 12 0 p.m. 

7 0 0 p.m. 


83. Defence of India Corps (Railways). — It was reported last year that the staff had been orga- 
nised into Military Railway Units (Defence of India) in certain parts of the country with the object' cf 
maintaining their morale, under the threat, or in the event of enemy action. This scheme* continued 
to remain in force in those part.s of the country in which it was originally introduced except that tho 
units were removed from tlie Corps of Indian Engineers and, along ivith similar o"ganisations intro- 
duced for staff at major Porls and in the Posts and Telegraphs Department wc^e formed into a separate 
Corps designated the Defence of India Corps, the Railway Branch of this Corps being indicated by the 
addition of the word ‘ (Railway.s) ’. In view of improvement in the military situation, further 
recruitment of staff to the Defence of India Corps (Railways) was stopped with effect from 1-5-1943, 
though recruitment of freshly appointed staff continued to he peimitted against wastage. The 
Bengal & Assam Railway, however, owing to the great demand for additional staff for construction 
and operational purposes, were allowed additional Units to enable them to enrol the extra staff 
coming to them from other Railways, etc. 

84. Railway Staff and the War. — In para. 76 of last year’s report certain concessions which were 
sanctioned in favour of staff for the removal of their families from threatened areas and in relief of war 
injuries etc., were mentioned. During the year under review, the more important concessions, such 
as family allotments and the war injuries scheme continued to remain in force. The War Injuries 
(Compensation Insurance) Act, 1943, which provides for the grant of relief for war injuries to work- 
men on a scale more or less equal to' compensation under the AVorkmen’s Compensation Act, was 
passed and the Act imposes a statutory liability on employers, including contractors engaging labour’ 
for more than one month, to join a compulsory scheme of insurance which provides for the grant 
of relief to workmen for war injuries on a higher scale as stated above. Tho M^ar Injuries (Compen- 
sation Insurance) Act applies also to Railways except that Federal Railw'ays were exempted from 
having to join the scheme of Insurance provided under the Act. 

Special mention miiy also be made of the staff serving in certain areas in North-East India where 
vulnerability to enemy air attacks continued during 1942-43. The special allow'ance given to non- 
gazetted staff serving in these areas was continued during the year under review. The morale of the 
staff continued to remain high in spite of some casualties, particularly during enemy air raids on 
Chittagong. 

, Munitions production undertaken in Railway M^orkshops continued during the period under review 
and the number of railway staff solel}^ engaged on this work on 3 1 st March 1944 was nearly' 1 8,000. AATiiln 
last year owing to the increase in traffic on Railways, it Was found necessary to call a halt to the loan 
of technical personnel, especially inj:he case of railway officers, it was during tho. year under review, 
necessary to ask for the return of technical personnel previously lent to the Defence and other Civil 
Departments. The staff recalled are gradually rejoining their parent railwa 3 ^s as the}" are released. 
The "scheme of training staff for Railway Slilitaiy Units continued to function and over 34,000 men 
had completed their training by the 'end of March, 1944. The scheme for training skilled artisans on 
behalf of the Labour Department also continued on Railwaj^s and the total mimher under training in 
February, 1944 was 3,756. 



36 


BEIORT BY THE RAILWAY BOARD ON INDIAN RAILWAYS EOR 1943-44. 
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CHAPTER VIII 


AMENITIES FOR PASSENGERS. 


85. Inspite of the pro-occupation of Railways in their intensive war effort tlio policy of providing 
additional amenities for passengers continued to engage their attention during the year under review. 
Improvements made included the provision of additional waiting rooms, waiting halls 'and vendors’ 
stalls at .several stations. Some of the more imporiant impro^ emeuts aic detailed in the following 
paragraphs. 

86. Introduction of new types of third class carriages. — 'I'hc acute .shortage of material has 
continued to neccs.sitato a restriction on building programmes and only 39 new third class bogie earri- 
ages conforming to the Board’s approved standard were built and placed in service during the year. 

87. Measures taken to ensure security of women passengers.— The safety of women pass- 
engers continued, as in the past, to receive the close attention of Railways. Progress continued in the 
execution of the steps for safety of women passengers outlined in last year’s Report, such as, the pro- 
vision of standard type throw-over catches on door", of the intermediate and third class Ladies’ compart- 
ments as stock passed through shops ; fitting with standard type catches of frames in the window's and 
doors of intermediate and third cla.s.s Ladies’ compartment.'! ; and location of tliird class Ladies’ com- 
partments as near as possible to the Guard’s van. The South Indian Railway have now all their 
coaches having third class compartments reserved foi women, both on the metre and broad gauges, 
provided with iron bars to the window's and internal safety catches to the doors; the Madras and 
Southern Mahratta Railway continued to fit intermediate jind third class Ladies’ compartments with 
safety locking dc\’ices and with bars on w'indows as stock jiasscd through shops ; and the Oudh and 
Tirhut Railway completed their programme of providing safety catehes on doors and w-indow's. 

88. Booking ofllces and out agencies. — On the Bombay, Baroda and Central India Railway addi- 

tional booking windpws were opened at several stations on the Bombay Local and Suburban sections and 
a separate season ticket office was opened at Dadar. A combined enquiry and booking office known as 
Secunderabad Town Booking Office was opened on H. R. II. the Nizam’s State Railway. ) 

89. Waiting rooms and waiting halls. — About eighteen now w'aiting robms at different stations 
wore provided during the year including an upper class waiting room at Harihar (Mysore State), two 
intermediate class waiting rooms at Sukkur (N.W.R.), and on upper class w'aiting room at Sheoraphuli 
station (B. I. R.) was converted for the combined use of first, second and intermediate class passengers. 
Two of these new waiting rooms w'ero for use of ‘ w'omcn ’ only. Besides, enclosures for the use of w'omen 
were also provided at three more stations on the North Western Railw'oy. The policy of maldng the 
station precincts more comfortable and hygienic for passengers w’as jnirsucd and amenities provided on 
this account include provirion of additional benches, improvements in w'ater supply arrangements, in- 
stallation of additional taps, provision of new' bathing places and sanitary fittings in the existing bath 
rooms, construction of more high level platforms, covered way to foot-bridges and umbrella-sheds on 
passenger platforms at several stations on ditferent raihvays. 

The cleanliness of carriages and latrines in passenger trains continued to receive careful 
attention. These were attended to at starting points and at suitable stops en route in tlic early 
morning and at terminals. Additional staff including a number of sanitary inspectors, wherever 
necessary, were appointed. 


90. Vendors’ stalls in waiting halls and on platforms.— More than tw’o dozen new stalls 
were opened at different stations. Moreover strict watch continued to be maintained on foodstuffs 
offered for sale at stalls through frequent inspections by Tiaflic officials and Raihvay medical authorities 
to ensure that the same were of good standard and properly safeguarded against contaminaticn. Due 
to the general rise in prices of foodstuffs, how'ever, the tariff rates for meals, refreshments, beverages, 
etc., had to be increased during the course of the y'ear in order to maintain the pre-war standard of 
quality and service. 

Additional free canteens for troops at seveial new' stations w'cre also opened by public-spirited 
bodies or individuals w'ith the co-operation of Raihvays. 


91. Steps taken to make available maximum passenger accommodation in running trains.— 

In spite of the reduced passenger train services, there has been a phenomenal upsurge in passenger travel 
during the year under review'. Measures adopted with a view' to minimise the consequent discom- 
forts to the travelling public w'cre generally the same as detailed in last j'car’s report. 


This subject also engaged the attention ol the Centi'al Advisory Council for Railway.s and some of 
the suggestions ma^ by members, such as more separa.te trains for military personnel, appointment of 
flying squads of high paid staff for stricter checking of tickets and provision for road motor transport, 
have been receiving attention of Railways and in soine direction.s, action has already been taken. Regu- 
lar military specials primarih for periwnncl proceeding on leave are being run on several routes. The 
principal railways have appointed ■ squads of high-paid staff to combat ticketless travel, and 
are taking steps to help, w'hcre . ^ r,^^’'®iopnient of road transport to relieve congested sec- 
tior " railways so as 1 o cope ^.^he tra ilhjid^Peds of the count] y. 


Arrx. A] 


oo^tvesi'ion resolutioit Of 1943. 
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APPENDIX A 

Convention Resolution of 194!3 


(Passsfl by tbe Legislative Assembly on 2nd Match 1943) 

. r j PonvPiition which was adopted under the Assembly Resolution, dated 

“ That whereas it has been found * relieve the General Budget from violent fluctuations caused by the 
20th September, 1924. and which carry on a continuous railway policy based on 

incorporation therein revenues on the money expended by the State, has not aclneved 

ds“Ao Gov™ Go„.». i. C 0 „» 0 i.. thot : 

currei md dm oodor tlic Convontion. , „ . , 

Ki, trom a, 1st April, 1943, so muol. of ft. C.ve.tioa as provides for ft. ooPtr.borio. and all.s.rion o£ s„- 
pluses to general revenues shall cease to be in force, 

„t.rft.po.rI943.«,ft.ao.p.»««— 

.“o -Covered G.».r.. E.v.o.es, aod 

* of^nriforl hv the Assembly, the allocation of the surplus 

(w) for subsequent years and imtil a Lneral revenues shall be decided each year on consideration 

. on commercial lines between tue railway J ' oji strategic lines being recovered from general 

of the needs of the railways and general revenues, the loss, nay, 

revenues.” 
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appendix b 

Officers oI the EaUway Department (EaUway Board) and attached Offices on 3lBt March 1944. 


The Hon’ble Sir Edward Benthall, Member ol CotmcU ol the Governor General. 


Sir Leonard Wilson 
Jlr. Zahid Hussain, C.I.E. 

Sir Hugh Eaper . . • • 

Col. H. W. Wagstaff, M. C. . 

Mr. Lakshmipati Misra . 

D. Colin Campbell . 

„ S. E. L. West, C.I.E., O.B.E., V.D. 
„ I. S. Puri . . • • 

Khan Bahadur M. D. Sheikh . 
hir. L. N. Flatt, C.LE. . 

„ W. S. Benton . • • • 

„ J. D. Michael, O.B.E. . 
Eao^Bahadur K. V. Ramchandani 
Mr. A. K. Basil . . • • 

Rao Bahadur V. Nilakantan 
Mr. A. R. Soofi . . • • 

„ N. C. Watney . . • • 

„ Thomas Kidd . . . • 

„ H.E. Simpson. 

„ B. Aiora . . . • 

„ A. Johnson . • ' • 

„ Q.E. Rahman 
„ C. Anwar Ali . 

„ C. N. Burns, M.B.E. 

Khan Bahadur Z. H. Khan . 

Mr. E. C. Badhwar, M.B.E. . . 

„ N. S. Bennett . . • • 

„ K. L. Ghei . . • * 

„ H. W. C. C. Smith . 

„ J. S. Sequeira . . • ■ 

Rai Bahadur P. C. Bahl 
Major A. Lamb . • • • 

Mr. K. C. Bakhle . . • • 

„ J.H. Bavin . • • • 

Khan Sahib Abdur Rahman . 

Mr. Makhan Singh 


Mr. E. Ingoldby, C.I.E. . 
H. Wood Robinson . 
,, W. A. Nightingale . 
„ P. R. Agarwal 

K. P. Chatterjee 
D.W. Runciman 
„ H. Rideau 


Railway Board. 

Chief Commissioner of Railways. 

Pinancial Commissioner of Railways. 

Member. 

Member. 

Member. 

Director, Accounts. 

Director, Traffic. 

Director, Finance. 

Director, Estabhshment. 

Director, Mechanical Engineering. 

Director, Civil Engineering. 

Secretary. 

Deputy Director, Accoimts. 

Deputy Director, Traffic (Commeicial). 

Deputy Director, Establishment. 

Deputj’ Director, Finance. 

Deputy Director, Mechanical I, offg. 

Deputy Director, Stores I, Temporary. 

Deputy Director, Traffic (Transportation), Temporary. 

Deputy Director, Traffic (Statistics), Temporary. 

Deputy Director, Mechanical II, Temporary. 

Deputy Director, Civil Engineering I, Temporary. 

Deputy Director, Stores II, Temporary. 

Deputy Director, Mechanical Engineering, Temporarj’. 

Deputy Director, Traffic (General), Temporary. 

Deputy Secretary, Temporary. 

Deputy Director, Mechanical III, Temporary. 

Deputy Director, Finance 11, Temporary. 

Assistant Secretary. 

Asstt. Director, Traffic, Temporarj'. 

Officer on Special Duty (A.R.P.), Temporar}’. 

Officer on Special Duty (Wireless), Temporary. 

Officer on Special Duty (Reconstruction),- Temporary. 

Officer on Special Duty (Food), Temporary. 

Officer on Special Duty (R.G.C.), Temporary. 

Officer on Special Duty (Rolling Stock Enquiry), Temporary. 

Attached Offices 

(Central Standards Office.) 

Chief Controller of Standardisation. 

Deputy Chief Controller of Standardisation (Civil). 

Deputy Chief Controller of Standardisation (Mechanical). 

Assistant Chief Controller of Standardisation (Specifications and 
Records.). 

Assistant Chief Controller of Standardisation (Civil). 

Assistant Chip' Controller of Standardisation, Offg. . 

Assistant Chief Controller of Standardisation (Mechanical), offg. 
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